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"that is Firft i in his Own Cauſe, SEEMETH Fu, ft: But 
His Neigbbour cometh, and SEARCHETH bim. 
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berleſs Abſurdities of Modern Enthu= 
Fats, but, in a ſhort, plain, and 
pf candid Manner, to convince them, 
that they err, not knowing the Scrip- 
tures; that is, not having ſufficiently 

confidered and compared thoſe difficult 

Paſſages, to which they ſo often and 

% confidently appeal: And if the 
Writer, whilſt he preſumes only to 
ee > FI g teach 
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in "the New ene or. 5 — on 

and Renovation: the Firſt, by. Baptiſm 3 

"the Second, by a Reformation of Life 

and Manners through Divine Aſftance, 
P. 2. 

The general Neteſfity of Baptiſm collefted, 

' 8 our Ori n or 5X WR Pollu- 


tow and MAIN F. Ky 


| &Y Prede fling nation. Tb Fs vi 0 Election 


and Reprobation, in the Old and Neu 
Nelament, are Here brought. together, 
and ſbeun, in euery Inſtance, to relate to 
2 his World, and nat to dur Future State; 
10 Temporal Advantages or Diſaduant- 
0" and. not fo Eternal Harting or 
_ | P.8. 
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"Ow Faith. Firſt, of. Chriſtians 
> Paith in general, or Belief, Secondly, "3 
© Fuſti Hing Faith, or Truſt in Chriſt's Il. 
tonement for the Pardon of paſt and re- 
- pented Sins; and Thirdly, of Saving 
; Faith, or r Faithfulneſ Jor the Time to + 
1 come, £38k 8 P. 63. 5 
8 this Ted. \the- Nevefity - of Good 
. mean by them, or 1 
* bow they are diſtinguiſhed not only from — -: 
"Evil Works, but alſo from Works of Ju- 1 
RE " ferce and Per ſect or Meritorious Works, 1 
I more particularly explain d and incul- 'S 
| "Gated 4 e. 1 
CHAP. 
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On the Millennium. The 4 and im. 
probable, Notions of it touched upon ;| with 


1 — by the Diffecully, in par Tow bf 472 
. tbe Time of ts Arrival. . 7 r 


4 


* 3 


LS posrokiby; 15 
«i | Containing. 4 Vindication of the 5 5 and 
95 acharitgble Cal . . . 1 8 
ran!. eee, ne 3 
In this Trat moſt, if not all the Inflances 
i Converfien in ibe New Teflament are 
. colleted, :and- compared | togetber ; and 
Cammon Chriſttens, or at large, 
Are, by Example, Neun; — Dijpoſ- 
tion of Mind they. muſt bring and what 
'  Afiftance they may enpelt to rereiue, with 
regard to their own Conuer ian. P. 87. 
Part II. Cancer ning the Imputation of Righte= 
= e . In aubieb be Hiſtory - 'of + - tbe 
= 2  Rueſtionis firſt given: andithen the De- 
1 termination F it, according to Profeſſor 
1 95 . an of 4 Beſt 
'F N : . 101. 


A QUOTA- 


rar ness 
A QUOT AT TON. 
TRovon des aan e va al 
A extravagant Adtions Euthüßaſm 


Bay ibn Mien into, were "enough! to 


* Wafn them againſt tis wrong Principle, 
« ſo apt to miſguide FEA th in their 
4 Belief bod Condu yet the Love of 
44 ſomething. Nr wehrü h the Eaſe and 
«© Glory it is to be in ſpired, a be above the 
* common and natural Way of Knowledge 
« ſo flatters' many Mens Laine, Ignor- 
0 anes aud Wunitys that when once they 
te are got into this Way of immediate Re- 
00 velation, Uf Hlumination without Search, 

% and of Certaintyvwithout Proof and 
Examination, tis a hard Matter to get 


„ ot of it IL, * 2 Loct's i Ohap- 5 


A Far leſs Difficulty we 1 bft, e Bund 


in recovering One, who is, as yet, only 

inclin d to Enthuſiaſm; and net unwilfinę 8 
to attend to the Drehiege of ſober Reaſon 

ad ae Revelation. 2 Cn 1 
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A PERSON ine nag to turn Method; 72 
A an zi ach 201 I det u A- Sai 

ay good Friend, wh e PROM e 
1 | # #414. | 4111 HQ | 
o e 


* 
2 


any Apology for conſulting ma b 
Lotter, eſpecially. before you took 
the Step! you ſeem ſo much inclined to. 


Nothing could be more proper; becauſe I 
am immediately placed over you in the Lord. 


and it is both my Duty and Deſire, zo. keep 


back. nothing that may be profitable unto qu 


becauſe alſo, the forſaking of an eftabliſhed 
Cburch, without being able to ſhew. apy 
thing finful or * in the Terms of its 

Com- 


[=]. 

Cammuni n, muſt, 1 fear, be accounted 
Sch iſm Lal. (Conſult 1 Gor. i. 10. iii. 3. 
„„ Je 19). -. 
I I will endeavour to expreſs myſelf in 
then very p aineſt Manner; and think 

all be able to convince a Perſon of yout 
Reading, Senſe, and Sincerity, that the 
ſeveral Tenets, in which theſe new Teachers 
e from us, are every one of them an- 
ſcriptur 


al, and conſequently falſe and dan- 
' gerous. (Read Rom, xvi. 17, 18. Gal. i. 
5 Es. 


F iſt; They wat That there i is 720 Re- 

e e in Baptiſm. | 

| Now, this Tenet they had Thins . 

lakers, and not from Holy Mrit; for me 

Seriptures ſpeak plainly of 7400 e 
tions [5]; in each of which, the Holy Spirit 

is concerned. The frft by Boptiſin, Jobn 

z, 30 5. Except a Man (ſays Chrift) be 

n again, be cannot oe the Kingdom of 
rar The Cafe of thoſe who have been educated 


among Diſſenters from their Infancy, is quite another 
E from that of leaving or forſaking. the Church 
Fele 

J See Mr. Pillingtox: + Index to the Bible, under 
the Words Regeneration and Renewing, = 
«v3 3.3 7 God . 


God: Except a Man Gi 250 of Mater, FIT 
of * the Spirit, that is, of both, he cannot 
enter into the Kingdom" of Gd. - Nor (fays 


St. Paul) by Works of Righteouſnſs which 


we bave done; that is, not for our Merits 
or Deſervings, but acchrding to his Mercy 
he ſaved us, by the Maſbing M Regeneration, 
and by the Renewing of the Hoy Ghoſt. 
(Titus ili. 5. Conſult alfo H#s ii. 38, 39. 
Rom. vi. 3, Sc. 1 dan vir Ir. Gal. Al. 
27. „ deg 26, 27. u and vl 12, 
Sun embnins 10 i616 Tas Tmiiff 


of The Eten Nasa is, by a 


Reformation. of Life and»Manners;' ihroogh 
Divine Aſſiftance. Be ot: n (ſays 
St. Paul) to this. Morld: But be ye tranſ- 
formed by the Renewing f your Mind. Pike 


"off concerning the former \\Converſation"Yhe 


ald Man, which is curtupt uccording tothe 
deceitfiul Laſts; and be rruedbed in ibe Spiri 
, your Mind; and fut an be nea Mum, 
which, after God, is created in Righteouſneſs 
and true Holineſs... \ Work: out your own N. 
vation. — for it i is God which avorketh ina, 
both to 10100 and 10 do f his goed" Flec und, | 


: I This * well Siſtioguiſhea by "the Word 2 


u | (Aratabecy;. * N on 012571 9d 


* (Rom. 


* 
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(Rom xii. 2. Epb. iv. 22, Oc. Phil, u. 
1 13. See alſo 2 Cor. Av. 16. -v. 17. 
Gal. vi. 15. Cl. iii. 8. A "Mrs lit, _ 
zv. 7. 16.—v. 4. 18.) 
Theſe eee how the great 
Herfection of the Chriſtian Religion; or, 
hat it is adapted to every one's Caſe. For 
every Chriſtian muſt either continue in, or 
fall from a State of Grace and Juſtification. 
If he continues in ſuch a State, by leading a 
regular Life from his Youth ; or by not com- 
mitting any mortal or exeluding Sin aſter 
;Bapti/m'; the Scriptures call him not to 
Gonver ion, or a fecond Regeneration, but di- 
ze@ him to maintain the Chriſtian Warfare 
df the Spirit againſi the Feb; to proceed 
Num Faith to Faith, to abound more and 
more; or, o grow in Grace, and in the 
Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſas 
\Chrift ; to walk wortby of the Lord unto: all 
pieajing, a As. ee good Work. 
'(Compare Gal. v. 16, 17. 2 Pet. ni. 18. 
al. i. 10. with 1 6 iv. 1. 2 Theſ. 
. 3.) But if he falls into one or more 
uch Sins, and forfeits his Juſtification, 
(Which is the Caſe of moſt Men) he has 
TY Reaſon | to ſeek 3 and to bleſs God 
180K 5 2 ; fe or, 


151 
Jon: this — Regeneration, which is 
brought about, by God's Grace concurring 
e. his own Repentance and Faith, and 
his partaking folemaly of the other Sacra. 
ment, or the appointed Nite of Renewal. 
Perſons, Who have had a pious Educas 
* tion from their Childhood, fhould not make 
4 | themſelves uneaſy, becauſe they cannot give 
| any very particular and preciſe” Account of 
. the Time and Manner of their Converfion, 
or ſecond: Regeneration : It is only for the 
Wicked, for thoſe who have fallen from 
Grace, to talk of the Pangs of the New | 
Birth; to ſtruggle with ſinful: Habits, and 
to feel the Laſbes of Conſcience. 7 n 
A true Chriſtian falls only into Sins of 
 Jnfirmity, in which there is more of Mu. 
net than of Will. That Man cannot pre- 
tend to pitch upon the Hour of his /econd 
Regeneration, who, by Confeſſion and 
Prayer, dies unta Sin daily; daily tales up 
bis Croſs and is indeed renewed: Duy iy 
$ Da unto Righteouſneſs... This Man's higheſt 
Satigfaction is, that he perceives he is not 
under the Dominion of any frefumptuus 


Sin, and is daily getting Ground of his / 
ritual Infirmities. And this, he knows, 
a4 Could 


161 
edultl not be done, but by the A Nftance of 
Divine Grace. (Rom. vi. 14.) Upon this 


Account, therefore, his Hope is lively; 
his Fears, without Torment; he has Peace 
and Foy: in the Holy Gb; and ſeeks no 
extraordinary or miraculous Afſurance of his 
preſent Regeneration, or future Salvation: 


himſelf; God is faithful, who: baub promiſed; 
and will be ſo far from withdrawing his 
Aſſiſtance, that he will do more for him 
than he can either aſł or wing 
But, before 1 leave this Head, it may 
be uſeful to obſerve, that the Mer bodiſts 


make very perplexing Work in Divinity; 


who hold the Doctrine of Original Sin, 
and yet deny the Eſicacy of Baptiſm; WhO 


cry. up the geb Article of the Church of 


England, and condemn the 27h; who 
allow that we are Papen in Wickedneſs. and 

conceived in Sin, and yet ſhut up the Foun- 
tain opened to the Houſe of David, to waſh 


aua od 5. * Wc * TR. | 


xiii. 1) N 
1 do W _ all 1 Teathers are 
thas inconſiſtent ; J 0 en 1 ne that 


Za! 4 1 A elt 0 2 , $75) «AA . thoſe, 


x. [1 
r * 91 


9108 4 p 


TS] 


thoſe, to whom 2m would Join 2 


n ſo []. 7 eee ene 


a] By far the greater Part of Proteſtants do indeed 
now reject, and very juſtly, the rigid Notions of 
Auſtin and Calvin, and hold the Doctrine of Orig tual 
Sin, not in the Senſe of Original Guilt, but in 12 
Senfe of Original or Hereditary Pollution atid Depra+ 
oity ; notwithſtanding which they collect, ackghow- 
lege, and teach, that Baptiſm, is, atleaſt, generally v ne 
ceffary to Salvation. 

The Term Original Sin is not met with in wing 
ure, and is indeed à very improper and inconyenient 
Term for Thoſe to make ufe of, who mean nothing 


more by it, than the ſad Effedts of the Sin of Adam 


upon his Pofterity, 

1 Eating of the Forbidden Fut was a wilful or 
aftual Sin, and could therefore, as to the Guilt of it, 
extend no farther, than the Fir Pair, or the Perſots 


immediately concerned; but every Effect and Conſe- 


guence of that Sin tis and will” be (though not Tmputed, 
n to all their Pęflerity. 
e Firft Effect of the Fall, or of the Loſs of In- 


nocency, muſt in Courſe be Defiltment or Pollution : 


Into this State our Firſt Parents ſunt by Sin, and in 
this State they begat all their Sons and Daughters. 
The ſecond E a of the Fall was a Conſequence of this 
Pollution, (namely) the Loſs or rather Ainet of 
Divine Favour, or the withdrawing of more Eſpecial 
Grace, by which our ſinful Progenitors became more 
expoſed to thoſe Appetites and Paſſions, which were ori- 
ginally :mplanted in them for their Trial; and were not 


Evil, until they were too much indulged.” A Third 


Effe of the Fall was not only the Death of the Body, 
but the Forfeiture of all TI, and Title to E ternal 
N. . f my a _ 


ö 
| 


d the Doctrine 
of ahhalule Decrees, with reſpect to the 


Now Cbriſtians fully recover, by the Second Adam, 
what was loſt in Spirituals (though not in Tempor al:) 
by the Firft ; and Baptiſm is, in Fact, the Poſerive In- 
Aitution, the kind and ; authoritative Appointment of 
God, by Chriſt, to wah away the Defilement, Stain, 
or Pollution, that our Nature contracted by the Fall, 
and to reſtere to us ſuch Meaſures of Grace, as may 
enable us to walk in the Way of God's Commandments; 
and alſo ſecure to us a Cuenant- Right, and Title, to 

As the Pollution was Bought upon, our. Nature, by 


our Firſt Parents preſuming to break in upon a Posi- 


TIYE Prohibition, ſo muſſ this Pollution be remouad, 
it ſeems, by our Comphance, net with 2 Afaral, but 
with a PoszTIyE Jajunfien: And the Reaſoning of 
Naaman's Servants was: and ever will be good. — 1f 
the Prophet had bid thee da ſome Great Thing, would'/t 
thou: got have done it? Heu much rather then when be 
ſaith to thee, Waſh and be clean? 2 Kings v. 13.) 

„ PzrFECTION, in either the Laderſtanding or the 
Mill, is manifeſtly too High @ Thing for the State w 
ae , That our Great Progenizon, before the Fal 
or during the Time of their Original Refitude, both 
reaſoned ill and willed ill, is too plain to be ſerraufly 
diſputed... Appetites alſa and Alluraments were not 
wanting — for the Tree, we are told, appeared good 
fer. Food, and pleaſant te the Eyes, (Gen, iii. 6.) If 
te gur firſt Parents Adam, and Eve. (ſays the Homily 
48 eee had. ot obeyed their greedy Appe- 
< z4ue-in eating the forbidden Fruit, neither had they 
& loft the Fruition of God's Benefits, which they then 


enjoyed in Paradiſe, neither had they brought ſo 


Salvation 


Te} 


Salvation of Particulars, without ſutficiently 
conſulting the Oracles of God, , | 1 
God elects or reprobates au. fay) all 

© Perſons, before be ſends them into the 
0 World; and there is now many a Child 


many Miſchiefs both te Themſelves,” and to all 
66 * Poſterity.“ p. 1 _Curioſitys, Self-Love, 
Pride, and Ambition, are affions, or Propenſi ties, to 
which the beft and wiſeff ate nt '@ Tittle fübject; and 
ſome or other of Theſe are fufſiciently '4:/c * 
avery Circumſtance of the Fall. But how g _ 
were Theſe, and other ſes far worle Te ons 
Propenſittes increaſed in Cain? 

Who (ſays Fob) can bring. — D s hes 
unclean? We anſwer, —T he Things which. are impoſſi- 
ble with Men, are poſſible with God, And This is the 
plain and poſitive Diractias of our Lord in the Caſe— 
MarveL not that I fay unta you, Ye muſt be horn again, 
that is, adds He, of Water and of the Spirit: Ye cans 
not otherwiſe enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, or (to 
take it at the we) be cu into the Grü 
Covenant. 

The Neceſſity of this Second Birth afiſes, according 
to our Saviour, from. the. Corruption. and Depravity of 
the Firſt Birth: That. _ which is. born af the Het is 
Flifh, and that which is born of the Spirit is Spirit. 
St. Paul ſpeaks of Children (at leaſt of Unbehzvers 
Children) as being, unclean bur now (adds he) are your 
Children haly, (x Cer. vii, 14.) And, indeed, — 
we are initiated into the Chriſtian Covenant, our Pol- 
kition is not only waſhed at in the Laver Rege. 
ueration, e our of Purity reſtoted, hat we are be- 
come, as it were, Ye els unta Honour, fan! ified. and 
meet for our Maſter? $ fe, and Peay urs — goed 
r (2 Tim. th, 21.7 


© 18 


in Hell, (you fear) notwithſtanding Bap- 
« tiſm, that is not a Year old [e}.” 
This muſt ſurely be numbered among 
the hard "Speeches, which Men have ſpoken 
@painſt their Creator. And, at the fame. 
time, this is tearing up all Religion by the 
Roots; it is making God the Object of 
Terror, who | is and ſhould be the Object 
of Love; it is making him in effect the 
only Ackor, and conſequently the ſole Author 
of Evil; it is making This no State of Trial, 
and removes all Occafion for a future Judg- 
ment.---** If one Perſon is thus deſtined to 
2 Happineſs, and another to Perdition, 
i we are not born in order to be judged, 
but are judged. before we are born.” 
Si unus ad vitam, alter ad perditionem de- 
putatus eſt, non judicandi naſci mur, fed j lu. 
dicati. Fauſt. de Lib. Arbitr. i. . 
Look over the Inftances concerning Elec. 
tion and Reprobation in Scripture, and you 
will ſoon ſee, that they all relate to his 
World,” to the outward State of the Church, 
and not to our future State or Condition; 
to temporal Advantages or Diſadvantages, 
and not to eternal Happineſs or Miſery. | 
17 This is laid to the Charge of only Lay - T. zachers. 


To * 


Tr 


_ + Foftah was before appointed to deſtroy the 
Alter in Bethel : (1 Kings xiii, 2. 2 King: 

- Xxiil, 15, Sc.) Cyrus, to iſſue out à De- 
eree for rebuilding the City and Temple of 
Jeruſalem, and for the Return of the Jews 
from Captivity. \ (I, xliv. 28 lv. 13. 
2 Chron. xx xvi. 22, 23. Ezra i. 1, &c.) 
Abrabam was bleſſed with a Promiſe, that 
Cbriſt ſhould ſpring from his Seed; (Gen. 
xxii. 18.) and that his Family ſhould in- 
berit the Land of Canaan : (Gen. xxvi. 4. 
Deut. xxxiv. 4.) And, with reſpect to this 
Honour and Inberitance, Tſaac was preferred 
to Jomael, (Gen. xvii. 18, Cc. - Xxv. 5, 6. 
Gal. iv. 28, &c.) and Jacob to Eſau. ( Rom, 
Ix. 10, Sc. Gen. xxv. 23. Mal. i. 2, 3.) 
Same are ſaid to be called from the Womb; 
but it was only: for certain high and extras 
erdinary Offices in the Church of God: This 
was the Caſe of Jeremiab, ( Jer. i. 5.) 
John Baptiſi, (Luke i. 1 ö.) and St. Paul; 
(Gal. i: 15.) and yet the laſt (who: was not 
@ whit. behind the chiefeft Apoſtles) ſaw tlie 
Neceſſty of bringing bis Body into Subjer- 
tion, leſt, when be had preached to others, be 
himſelf ſhould be a Caſt- away. (2 Cor. xi. 5. 
4 Cor. ix. 27.) And when tiſe Lord ſaid 
8 unto 


[12] 


unto Auami as, Paul is a choſen Veſſel unto 
me ;---for. what End is immediately added, 
(namely) 0 bear my Name before the Gen- 
tiles, and Kings, and the Children of Iſrael: 


For I will ſhew him how great Things He (a 
Perſccutor) muſt ſuffer for my Name' s Sake. 
Ads ix. 15, 16. Compare Rom. i. 1.) 
Enach was indeed tranſlated, (Gen. v. 24.) 
not becauſe he was predeſtmated to Happi- 
eſs, but for the ſame Reaſons that Chri. 
fans ſhall be ſaved; becauſe, by. Faith, be 
walked with Gad; being an Example of Re. 
pentance (or Godlineſs) unto all Generations, 
(Ecclus xliv. 16. Heß. xi. 5.) The ſame 
Thing may be obſerved of thoſe: faithſul 
Servants of God, Moſes and Elijah, with 
regard to their | happy Exits. Deut. 
XXXiv. 6, Jude 9. 2 Kings ii. 1, Ge. 
ta Verſe the 1zth.) The Potter's Power 
over bis Clay, relates only to God's extraor- 
dinary Favours and Diſpenſations here, to 
Men and Nations. (Rom. ix. 21.) The 
Caſting-off of the Jews, and the Calling- in 
of the Gentiles, are public and national 
Caſes; and no one will argue from them, 
either far or againſt Particulars; (vis.) 
| wh Jew ſhall periſh, or every _ 
| ſtian 


123 1 


_ Nan be ſaved. \ Beſides, 70 Fu, of ſuch 
extraordinary Sort, was ever granted: with 
more maniſe \ Juſtice © and Imipattiality. 

Abrabam (ſays the Lord) all fmely. become a 
great and mighty Nation; and all the Nations 
of the Barth ſpall be Bleed in him. But 
by in 11M ?---- Becauſe I nm him, ſaiti 
the Lord, that be wwill cammàmu is Children, 
and : bis Houſhold: after bim, and they 4 ſhall 
Reep the Way of the Lord: (Gen. xviii. 18, 

19.) Vet, when tbeſe: became the Children 
of Abrabam by Deſcent only, and not by 
Works ; or vrhen theſe Huſhandmen had re- 
betled | againſt the Lerd of the Vineyard, 
Juft was the Judgment pronounced on them, 

(to wit) The Aidbn p of Bod fhull be taken 
from you, and given to a Natton, os People, 
bringing forth the Fruits thereof. Jaln 

viii. 29. Parable of the Vineyard, Mat. 
 xxi. Lule xx.) So again, Pharaob was 
not hardened, (Rom. ix. 17.) nor the Sop 
given to Judas, ( Fobr xiii. 27.) until they 
had made themſelves ſuitable Infiruments of 
that Providence, which ever brings Good 
out of Evil. Fur God cannot be tempted 
with Evil, neither tempteth he any Man; 
Waben is temptrd, when be is drawn 

away 


[24 ] 


enen of ht own La, and enticed; God 


 nvould have all Men to be ſaved, and to come 
unto the Kniowledge of the Truth: He is not 


willing but uny ſhould periſh ; bat tbat all 
oe come to. Repentance:. (James i. 13. 


1 Tim. i. 4. 2 Pet. in. g.) That it is 
our mm * Choice, and not the Will 
and Pleaſute of God, that we ſhould be un- 
artenti ve to the Evidences of Religion, is 
p lain, even from the Words, which are 
generally brought to prove the contrary, 
(namely) Th People's (the Few's) Heart 


is wand grefi, and their Ears are dull of 
bearing; und their Eyes (now for the Cauſe) 


THEY babe cloſed ; leſt at any time they ſhould 
fee: weh their Zyes, and bear with their 
ars, und ſbould underfland with their 
Hurts, and ſbauld be. converted, and I ſhould 
heal tbem. But bleſſed are your Eyes, for 
they ſee; and your Ears, for 1 m. 
Tour x15; 16.) AY ron 
Nov, from all theſe Inſtances mak * 


ethers we may, I think, collect, that, with 


reſpect to Advantages and Diſaduantages 
Here, or in Time, not only Means and 
Ends, but Perſons, have been frequently 
elected or predęſtinated, but with regard to 


Our 


17 
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our future or eternal Condition, nothing 
| will appear: to be fixed beforehand, but the 'Y 
Menn, (to wit) Repentance towards God, j 
ad Faith towards'\bur” Lord Jeſus Obrist. 
Every: Perſon is upon his proper 'T+:al; and 
conſequently at Liberty; and the Ends ¶ Hap- 
pineſi and Miſery, andithe Degrees of them) 
ate, for that very Reaſon, left conditional. 
It was predetermined, it ſeems, that the 
two Sons of Zebedee (Mat. xx. 20, Sc.) 
ſhould undergo the purifying Trial of Per- 
ſecution; by their Behaviour under which, 
they might attain to very exalted Manſions 
in the Kingdom of Heaven. But ſtill, as 
4 to the firſt Seats of Pre- eminence and Dig- 
i nity, ;. 20 /it on. the Right Hand of Chriſt, and 
on-his\Left ;----theſe, we are told, are, by | 
no.means, Matters of. Partiality and Pre- 
determination; but they will be beſtowed 
upon the 52/7 and moſt eminent, (in Scrip- 
ture Phraſe) the elect and .choſen. Servants 
of God; and according to thoſe Conditions 
or Qualifications, which the Father had be- 
fore appointed or ordained before: the Fun- 
dation of the World [F J. yy 


7 KE f * That the Means of our 1 od that 
pe. 9 of the ms were predeſtinated, ap- 


The 
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rst 
The Word Elec, in the Old Teſtament, 
— points out the Jews ; and, in the 
New Teſtament, either | Jewiſh or Gentile 
Converts:to Chriſt, or the more chorce and 
eminent Servants of God.---And that the 
Election of Grace, or Favour, does not ex- 
tend to the abſolute or unconditional Happi- 
neſs or Salvation of any one, may be col - 

lected from 2 Tim. ii. 10. Therefore I endure 
all Things for the Elec s ſake, that they may 
4 jo obtain the een which is in n 


ears __ Gen. iii. 1 5 Xii. 3. —xlix. 10. Mat. 
vi. 18. Lube xviti. 31, Fc. John vii. $0.—vilt. 20.— 
wii. 21. As ii. b r :28.—xvi. 7. Ram. vi. 
28, Cc. —ix. 22. Eph. the firſt Fr Epb. ii. 
10.—iii. 5. Compare ii. 1 1. with i. 9. 2 Tim. i. 9. 
Hab. ii. 10. 1 Pet; i. 10.—ii. 4 x et. i. 10, 11. 
We do not find that the Perſon or Name of 
was fixed upon in Scripture. What is ſaid, As i. 16, 
is no more than what Divines call an Acctnimiollatien, 
with reſpect to his Name or Per ſun. Nothing appears 
to have been predetermined, but the Diſpoſition, the 
- Office, and the Things to be done. And any other Per- 
fon, as far as we ean diſcover, might have been made 
Choice of, as well as he, in whom. aur Lord (aw the 
reguiſi te or fit Diſpoſition. The Nece/fity, which. Judas 
lay under of betraying his Maſter, was not thereſore 
the Neceflity of Fuie, but of Choice and Nature ;- 5 
of God's decreeing, but of Judas s own procur 
das (ſays St. Peter) by Tranſgreſſion fell, 21K. A. pj 
o to his own Place to the Place appointed for all 
ich wilful and vile Sinners (dark, 25. 


ET Feſus, 


7 
70 
7 


1 73 


5 Je .with, eternal Clary. (Compare re T. itt, 


i. I, 2. a ol, ili. 17 A1 15 ets 2. — 
Word Elefion (Rem. A. 5, 7. 28. 
iin $5 

By i. 470 thould, not he extended. to 


| 2 Hage 72 1 when it may fignit 7 


a more than God's gracious Purp k 
calling the Gentiles to the Knowledge of the | 
Truth; "from which they y, might, neverthe⸗ 
leſs, be capable of fur nin aby. \That this. 
is "the Meaning of the d Lord, is, 1:thiok,, 
fully confirmed by 2 Pet. | 1, „. where 

riftians are exhorted to give Diligence t 4% 
make, their Calling and Eleckion r 

In the ON Toft ament, the Verb I not: 
only. fignities t to 17 or 5 ſe, but to e. 
mine, to prove or Japprove, © And. to. make 
chice accordingly, Behuld, Tt: have refined 
thee, but. not. with Silver; 1 have choſen thee! 
in the Furnace of Aﬀiittion,, ( ll. 5 ts 


1 7 ll make Am Prince al the. Days of 


L ife, for David : my Servant” 8 ale. whom 11 f 
choſe ; becauſe e he kept my Commandments and 

my Statutes, fk 7 0 xi. 34. 8 alſo Y | 

Hag. ii. 23. Hf cxix. e e 
So agai the 7 1 which be ren er 

reprobate, N only, dfapproved, (aloe 6 

1295, ex & Privy. et . probus) and e ia 1 
to 


3 
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to ick Ackiont of Men, as cannot but be 


; e by a R gbteous Judge; more 


cially with reſpect to their wiful Re- 
je tion, of the Goſpel. (Compare 2 Cor. 
xi. 5, Ec. with 2 | Tim. i in. 8, Ce.) 
The Words, (Jude 4.) Who were of.old 
ordained to this Cundemnation (@goyrypappr- 
vos ©5 TOUTE 70 Kpipect) ſhould. be tranſlated--- 
Of whom it was before written, or prophefied, 
that This Should be their Condemnation, or 
Puniſhment. And if it ſhould be aſked, 
Who propheſied of theſe wicked Men? 


anſwer, (in St, Jude s own Words) Enoch, 


the ſeventh from Adam; which Interpreta- 


| tion exactly agrees with the Expreſſion, 


of old hint, In like Mapner, the Text, 
(1 Pet. ii. 8 * Whereunto. they were, * 
po, mted, is cleared up, by comparin 
with Jaa Al. 14. "Thoſe who lum 1 
and ſhall be, broken, are, the unbelieving and, 


di obedient Jews. at large; ; 1 * Che ſen, Gene- 
rdtign, the Royal Pricfiboog, See ate = | 
ſtians in general, 


Y 
2 


That Expre on, The: Stained to eter- : 
15 Life, (Tera yp, As xiii, 48, Y ſhould 
be trapllated"(fays Whitby) Men diſpoſed to 
It by Taclination It is A Term much uſed 


by 


8 


—— 
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by Xembphon, in the Beiile of Trobps pre 
pared and ac for: Tnmediate Evigag- 
ment. ; O08 , SUR 
The Phrate of being Wea Ir the Blok 
of Life ot your Nanes# Heaven,” mens 
only, that the Right or THY of every gvdd 
Chriſtian to eternal Happineſs, is as tefthiu 
and ſecure, by the general Decree of God, 
and his Covenant Promife in Chrift Fefis, as 
if the Books" of Yudgment were clhſed, and 
his Name Snack e — the" "Book +4 
The general Dore is, hag the Blyſed 
of the Father ſhall inberit the Kingdom pre- 
pared for them from the Foundation of the 
World; und the Curſed ſhall depart into ever- 
lafting Fire, prepared for the Devil and bis 
Angels * That t 'Unjuſt and Uncharitable 
all go into euer l ind Pl niſhment, and the 


Rig 60k ints L erey nul, (Mat: kv. 34. 


at, 46.) In other Wards, bur the Gy 
' and Honour of the Nations ſhalt be brought 
loto the heavenly Jeruſalem; and there f 
in nd wiſe enter into it any thing that defiteth, 
* neltber- whatſoever ied Abonunation, or 
" Maketh u Lir; bat they which are written 
in the Lamb's Book of Life, *(R#:-3xi/26, 
C2 27.) 


= wlicature:: whilt the . Man 
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27, The Boot ef. Life, and the Books of 


Judgment, are diſtingu iſhed from each other 
in Sacred Scripture, —. are Metaphors well 
ſuited to our Capacities; The Holy Ghoſt 


condeſcends to teach the bumble Man, in 


Terms borrowed from human Coutts of 


+3 


» RTE IE 1 
W 4 1 * 43 


We "% 
+, S434. i443 3 


of * Earcknowtedg, "wa, and ; 


Fate; 47 

Fixt Fate, Fall. Forck old, ge. ab- 
ſolute, 8 

And + ie 10 und in elt ring Manes 


1 17 1 * 
Bk \ * : F * - W ; 2 4 \ 
a £ 
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The Book 2 f The bs, is, . in bows PILL con- 


Hidered as a REGISTER of the Names of all 


Perſons. who are born into this World; V an. 


have a conditional, Offer, of eternal Happi- 
neſs in a; World zo come. If any Perſon, 


| thus regiſtered reacts the true, and. faithful 


Part, his Name continues written in this 
Book of, Life z but, if he ; proves peruerſeafalle, 
faitble e, and wicked, i it is blotted out. (Co 

Pare, Exod, e Ah 33. F.. ba, 5b 


v Fa * 


* 


* 


GG 
r W 
nnn. 
« 


ads 


2 Tn 
* — 


— 


1 


[ 21 ] 
Rev. i 5.) The Boo of Liſe, in othet 


Places, is conſidered as an ENROLMENT of + 
more cboice and eminent Citizens; of ſuch 


as Miſinguiſb themſelves by worthy Actions, 
vhen they become Men. (See E,. Ixix. 
28. Ezek. xiii. 9. "Lute x. 20. Rok 
iv. 3. Heb. xii. 23. Rev. xiii. 8.—xvii. 
8.) The Books of Fudgmetit are conſidered 


as the Recorps of every particular Perſon's 


„ Words, and Actions, in order to 
a juſt and final Determination of his ęver- 
laſting State, and to adjuſt or proportion the 


Degrees of his future Happineſs or Miſery. 
The Book of Life may be conſidered as the 


general Regiſter of thoſe who ſhall be ſaved, 


| whether in Covenant or not; and the Lamb's 


Book of Life may be conſidered as the par- 
ticular Regifter of thoſe who are juſtified by 
Faith in Chriſt Jeſus.—Or, (if it pleaſes 
better) the Beok of Life, and the Lamb's 
. Book of Life, may be looked upon as one 
and the ſame Book. The Book of Life 
may be conſidered as the fair Part of the 
Regiſter, or as the wnblotted Enrolment of 
thoſe who never ſell from a State of Grace 
and Juſtification, by committing any mortal 
or Nn Sin; and the Lamb's Book of 

| C13 | Life 
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Life may more e particularly point out Wan 
at ber Parts or Diviſions of the ſame Regiſter, 
which diſtinguiſh returning Prodigals and 
Sinners; whoſe Names were once wiped 
out of the Book of Life, but are again in- 
feribed, on their  Repentance from dead 
Works, with Faith in the Blood of the Lau 


Jain from the Foundation of the World. 
The Concluſion with me is, that Men 
have every Reaſon to join with Angels in 


the Song of the' Kamb, ſaying, Great and 
marvelous are thy Works, Lord God Al. 


mighty ; ju and true are thy Ways, 52 
King of Saint. Whe fall not fear thee, O 


Lord, and glorify-thy\Name? for thou only 
art holy; for all Nations fhall come and wor- 
hip before thee; -— wy e are . 
wanifo 8. 


ig. © By the Fs of the general Decree, made 5 
<« Before the Creation, (ſays Limborch) it is rightly ſaid, 
1 that the truly Faithful ARE written in the Book 
, befgre the Foundation of the World, and that 
40 Jlory was de/tined to them. ( Fol. Ed. p. 740.) 
And we may obſerve, that it is a common Figure of 
ene to ſay that 4d, which moſt probably wil! be. 
un of public Succeſs, both by Sea and Land, 
| 82 wonders to hear it affirmed—T he War is over; 
Briten have overcome; their Enemies are. ruined, 
42 humbled, or the like? — Now, if this ſtrong Flows 
pb Pry. be made uſe of i in Probabilities, with how much 
_ i III. 
1 | 
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_ Methodiſts (at leaſt their Lay-Preachers) 

teach, that Chriſtians are under no Obliga- 


U 
Fx 2 


greater Propriety and Beauty may it be uſed in Cer- 
tainties, and by Him, with whom a thouſand Years are 

as bne Day, and who calleth the Things that be not, un 
though they were ? Such as He that believeth. not in 
Chriſt is condemned already; He that heareth my Word, 
and believeth on him that ſent me, hath everlaſting Life, 
and is paſſed from Death to Life ; ¶ Jobi iii. 18. =I. 
24.) The Hour nou is, when the Dead ſhail hear his 
Vaice, (Ver. 25.) Now the Hour of his (i. e. of An- 
tichriſt Judgment is come; Babylon is fallen; The Na- 
tions have drunk of her Wine, therefore the Nations are 
mad; (Ter. li. 7. Rev. xiv. 7, 8.) In like manner, 
ſtripping off the Figure, and putting in Time future, 
inſtead of Time preſent, (which is the Way to come at 
a plain and right Interpretation) and there is nothing 
more clear than Rev. xx. 12. 15. - which would run 
thus: — The Dead, {mall and great, ſhall ſtand before 
G; and the Boos (i. e. of Judgment) Hall be opened; 
and another Bool ſball (alſo) be opened, which is the Book 
of Life: And the Dead /hall be judged out of thoſe Things 
which fhall be found written in the Books (of Judgment) 
according to their Mors: And whoſoever ſhall not be 
found written in the Book of Life, (i. e. in the Regiſter 
of the Good and Faithful, by either Virtue or Re- 
pentance) /hall be caſt into the Lake of Fire. T 
[The ſpeaking of Things 10 come as preſent, might be 
called Figura Prophetica, or Figura Divina; becauſe 
it can no where elſe be aſſumed with exact Propriety. 
Iſaiah xlvi. 9, 10. 1 am God, and there is none elſe; 1 
am God, and there is none like me; declaring the End 
from the Beginning, and from antient Times the Things 
that are not yet done, ſaying, my Counſel ſhall fland, and 
1 3h C 4 N tion 
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tion to obſerye the Ten Commandments ; that 
Chrift has done all for us, and that we need, 


therefore, do nothing for Ourſelves. 


Now, if Satan himſe If was "allowed, for 
a Time, to put on the Preacher, in order 


to teach. Men ſuch Herefies as would in- 
| fallibly make them his cwn--<-could he hit 


upon any Tenets better calculated to this 
End, than Theſe----that Man is under no 


a Obligation to Virtue; ; that all is fixed and : 


I will do all my Pleaſure. | (Compare Gen. vi. 17: If. 
iii. 1. 8.— Xvi. 1. Mat. iii. 10. —XViii. 20. Mark 


2 25.) C 7-0 


By the ſame Figure yo. Speech (a $ Dr. Newton) 


4 that the Firſt Angel cried, that the Hour of his 
Judgment is come, this Second Angel proclaims, that 
HBalhlon is fallen: The Sentence is as certain, As if 


«© it was already executed. Prophecy mentions 
Things as come, which will certainly come: And 


4 ſo our Saviour ſaid, (John xil. 31.) Now is the 


60 Judgment of this World: It is denounced with Cer- 
te tainty now, and, in due Time, will be fully exe- 
$ cuted.” (See his learned Diſſertation on the Pro- 


pbecies, Vol. III. pages 243 and 23 


9.) 
„ Now, in theſe, and all other ſuch like Inftances, 
e cannot think (ſays my good and judicious Friend 


„ Mr. Pilkington ) it would be too great a Liberty for 


F* 2a Tranſlator to take, to vary the Phraſeology, and 
«inſert the Verbs in thoſe Tenſes, which the Pro- 
+ priety of our Language requires,” (See his Remarks 
upon ſeveral Paſſages of Scripture, ſect. xxi. 5.) Some 
Tay, that this would rob the 1 of no ——_— 
verable Share of their CA 


done; 
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done; and that it is both-needleſs and vain 
for him either to do, or to ſtruggle? _ 
The Teachers of imputed Righteouſneſs, 
in the Senſe of Juſtice, Virtue, and Holineſs, 
ſay, that their Opponents are too ſevere 
and wncharitable in applying to tbem (as, it 
ſeems, ſome have done) the Caution 
Beware of Falſe Prophets, which come in 
Sheep's Clothing. Provided they are not 
Hypocrites, we-allow it : But ſtill we may 
aſk-.-Whether the Lay-Teachers, in this 3 
Neighbourhood, are not almoſt as ſevere 3 
upon thumſelves, when, by way of Illuſtra- $4 
tion, they cry out, (and ſome of them i: 4 
well-known Thieves, Fornicators, Sc.) 
« Thus clothed, Ve ſhall obtain a Bleſſing 
«©.of Gad, even as Jacob, clothed: in the 
e goodly Raiment of Eſau, obtained the 
Bleſſing of Iſaac.” —-Horrid and Blaſ- 
phemous !——What, do they think that q 
the Eyes of the Omniſcient are dim, or that | 
Deceit can either pacify or impoſe upon 
= |. > = - God?——What Rebekab adviſed, broke not 
into the Divine Plan, and therefore ſuc- 
ceeded: But both Jacob and She. were ne- 1 
vertheleſs guiliy of, and conſequently an- 0 
Huerabl for, both Fraud and Falſpood . j 
And - 


3 
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n 
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Add the Mather a ſaying,Upon Ms be thyGurſe, 


my Son, might HURT Rebekab, and yet do 
ane for Jacob. (Gen. xxvii.) [h 

et The Antinomians (a Set which took 
10 its Riſe in the Time of Luther ): held, 


* that Cbriſt only believeth and worketh, 


tt and conſequently, that our own Good 
te Works do not further, nor our Evil 


„ Works hinder Salvation; that the Break- 


ing of Commandments is, indeed, a Sin, 
1 and puniſhable in the Unregenerate, but 
é not ſo in the Children of Grace; and 


that Chriſtians, therefore, ſhould not be 


V Some apologize for Rebekah, by obſerving, that 
ſhe might haye in Mind that Purpoſe of Ged, which 
was revealed to her before the Children were born, 
Rn ) Two Nations are in thy Womb, and two Man- 

of Bap ÞÞ all be ſeparated fram thy Bowels : Aud 

— 3 People * be ſtronger. than the other People; 
and oy Elder ſhall ſerve the Younger ;, (Gen. xxu. 23.) 

it ſq: Still it may be ks the Knowledge 

of the End, or of the Purpoſe and Will of God, juſtify 

#s in the Uſe of wrong or fraudulent Means The 

Mhtans were not revealed to Rebekab ; and ſhe therefore 
very evidently appears to have ventured RD * 

.might come. | 

For the two Senſes of the Word Righteouſneſs'i in the 

New Teftament, its general Senſe of Juyfice, Virtue, 

and: Holineſs, and its appropriated Senſe of Fuftification, 

or God's Methed of pardaning Sinners, fee Mr. Pil: 
kingtorfs Remarks 97 75 Faun, Paſoge of cot. 


Ca 


86 er 
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“ exhorted to perform any duties. That 
| ſome of the Methediſts have fallen into this 
dangerous Delufon, and fatal Heroſy, is 
too plain, from their refuſing ta teach their 
Children the Command ments; and alſo, from 
their taxing all ſuch Chriſtians with Ino 
rance, and returning unto Moſes, who pray, 


that God will have Mercy upon them, and 


incline their Hearts to keep bis Laus. 
Upon this Point, it may be enough to 


obſerve, that to incline. the Heart is the 


chief End for which Grace is given; that 
Salomon begs, that God will incline our 


Hearts unto Him, to walk in all his Ways, 


and to keep bis Commanaments: (1 Kings 


viii. 58.) And that. a far wiſer than Solo- 


mon has taught us to pray. Ty Mill be 


done en Barth, as it is in Heaven; i, | 


give ut aur Treſpaſſes da 100042 autor 


[] c“ In the Year 1538, aroſe the vile Sect of Au- 
c tinamians, Who: taught, that it mattered not how 


« wicked a Man was, if he had but Faith in the Pro- 


c miſes of the Goſpel. The principal Perſon amongſt 
ce them was 3 Habius Agricola, Luther had the 


c Honour not oy of confuting, but of converting 
« this. Man, and o bringing him back to his Se 
dc and to his Duty.” . e 5. 
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ore certain than Po 


;rRfothings's can 


ite Moral Laws are ever binding, or of 


immutuble Obligation. With reſpect to 
Virtue or | Righteouſneſs of Life, all Men 
are obliged, but Chriſtians are under the 


greateſt Obligations of any; for Cbriſt gave 


bimfelf for us; that be might redeem us from 
all Iniquity,” and purify to himſelf a petuliar 
People, Schlous of Good Works. (Tit: ii. 14.) 
Tt is Part of our Commiſſion, Go teach all 
Nations to oBSERVE all Things whatſoever I 
have commanded you: (Mar. xxvli. 20.) 
And St. Paul, in the very place where he 
is proving, that the Jewiſh Law is abo- 


 lifhed, ſays, Do we then make void the Law 
through Faith ? God forbid : Na, we efta- 


bliſh'the Law); that is; the Moral Law, of 
which the Ten Commandments are an Aut ho- 
ritative Syſtem, and reducible into the 


Love of Gad and our Neigbhour. With 


reſpect to the Moral Law it is, that our 


Saviour ſays, Think not that 1 am come ta 


' DESTROY, but to PULFIL ; (Mat. v. 17.) 


that is, to complete and perfect, as well as 
to obey it. And can Chriſtians feriouſly 


think, that they are under no Obligation 
to obſetrve che Moral Law, my brought 


to 


[ 29 ] 


to Perfettion by Chrift, 3 they are 
directed to fand 1 in the Liberty where- 
- zwith Thrift hath made them "free, and not to 
be entangled ; again "with the Yoke "of Bandage; : 
- J. e. with the Rites”: and Ceremonies of the 
9 Law? | (Read Gal. v. 1, Gen) 
r. Mr. Lotke, upon Epbeſlans $664 6 has 
this 7. FM 178 The "Apoſtle , here Wil us 
* 'what Part of 5 Moſaical Law it was 
1 "that brit put: an End to by Bis Death, 
4 ce. (Viz, 7 Tov v0 Fwy STING 40 N fahrt, the 
| ee Law 2 of C Commandments i in Ordinaitces; i. e. 
0 WE Poſitive Injun&iohs of the Law of 
te” "Moſes, concerning Things in their own 
< Nature indifferent, which became obliga- 
& tory. merely by virtue of a ditect and po- 
» © ſitive Command; and are called by St. 
* Paul, i in the Pabel Place, (Col. ii. 14.) 
« s Vage esp roig Nkaci, the Hand-writ. 
er ing in Ordinances. There was, befides 
tel "Theſe contained in t eBook of che Law 
©" of Moſes, the Law of Natu#e,” or, as it 
« is commonly called, the Mora! Law, 
"6 that unmoveable Rule of Right, which 
4 "is of perp etual' Obligation TC" his, Jeſus 
C is fo far from abr gating, that 
20 * bas 
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« has p Rs Igated it - anew. ues. the 
| Goſpe al comgles and clearer than it Was: in 
the 2 Conſtitution, or any where 
& elle; and by adding to. its Precepts the 


— * 
* 9 


« Sanction of his. own. Divine Auth ofity, 


= has made the Knowledge of that Law 
* more caſy and certain than it was be- 


ow © fore; ; ſo that the Subj es of his King- 
dom, whereof thas is now the Law, can 


© be at no Doubt or Loſs about their Duty, 


« if they will but read and conſider the 


* Rules of Morality, which our Saviour 
e and his Apoſtles þ ave delivered, in very 
ct plain Words, in the Holy Scripthres of 
i the New Teſtament.” To which Note, 
we may add that the Hoh Sisi is 
| ſaid 70 write Theſe, Laus : upon our HEARTS. 
(See Jer. xxxi.. 3 3. Heb. l. 10. N. 16.) 


e Faith (ſays Prefeffor 7 ee is» o far 


« from looſening, the .Knot, at It ties it 
- the falter. F e 1 Pin, non 
Shot N * 4 

On the H rſt Gomn mandment, our SA- 
- VIOUR bas faid——Thou, ſhalt worſhip the 
Lord ithy. God, and Him only Fri thou ſerve. 
Koa Mat. iv. 10.) 


On 


* 
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on the Second, "(which is. a gainſt 1do- 
kkry ) he obſerves, that as Ged 5 is a Spirit, 
be 22 be worſhiped i in Spirit and i in Tr ruth. 
(Fobn | iv. 24. 

On the Third CE dnt Crit en- 
larges— Ye have heard that 5 Bath been 
ſaid of Old, To ſhalt not forſiuear thyſelf, 
buf ſhalt perform unto the Lord thine Oaths: 
But I ſay unto you, Swear not at all: But 
le. Jour Communication be yea, yea; and 
nay, nay: For whatſoever (i. e, in ordinary 
Communication) is more than tbeſe, cometh" 
of Evil, or from the Evil One. (Mar. v. 
243; "hd: I. ſay unto you, that every Idle 
Ward that Men ſpall \prah, they ſhall give 
an Accok * thereof" in in the Day of AT; 
wwe en 

In t Fourth Fee our Lord 
makes ſome Abatement, and allows us to do 
Some Manner of, Work, namely, | to do Good 
on 8 Sabbath-Day ; which is more than 
an Pitimation in favour of Morality. As 
Lord alſo of the Salbatb, he changes, or, 
at leaſt; cauſes it to be changed, from the 
Seventh. .t9.;the Fit Day of the Week; 
which! Changes « in She e of ſome, 

4 ene brought 


1321 


brought the Sabbath back to its original In- 

ſtitution [Z] ; whilſt others only argue from. 

it, that 2 Poſitive Precept may be altered, 

though a Moral one cannot. I 

_ 70 rebukes the Scribes wn 1 3 5 

for making the Fifth. Commandment of, Z 
none Effect through their Ti raditions. Fa (Mark 

vii. 10, Sc. -d 

On the Sixth, he hs enlarges * 

have heard, that it was ſaid by them UA old 

Time, Thou Halt not kill; and whoſoever 37 
Shall kill, ſpall be i in danger of the Judg nent. 

But I. ſay unto Heu, that whoſoever 7 15 angry 

Wi th hrs. Brother without a a Oe Hall, ho i 


| forall ſay 10 bis. Brother, Nac, Ck ſed 

flo, "Jhall be in danger of 0 1 Counci . . 

But whoſoever ſhall ſay, 25 Fool, Hall . 
in danger of Hell. Fire. (Mat. v. 21, 22. pg 
The, Seventh Commandment, our. Sa- 

vionr carries to the bigheſt Degree, of In- 5 


10 
[&] In the Index” to Bed] 774 5 Scripture . | 
is this ane: 6 Sabbath, Patriarchal and Moſai- x 


« cal, nd Miche fame Day of the Week, p. 6, GC. - 

18 7 of the Week altered ry the Deliverate 5 
Leut of Egygt, p. 298. 878 » 379 1 

2 s Dodrine'is referred to for 13 Pages. R 10 ; 

Weh Calculations have alſo been applied to, to 

115 how the Sabbath was changed.” 
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nocence and Purity---2% have beard, that it 
was ſaid by them f old Time, Thou ſhalt not 
commit Adultery : But 1 ſay unto you, that 
whoſrever hboketh upon a Woman to luſt after 
her, hath * 0 Adultery with ber al- 
ready in bis Heart; and it would baue 

been better for bin to. bave hft bis Rix 
Hye (Verſe 27, &c.). 

Our Lord, perhaps, more particularly 5 
84 to the Eighth Commandment, when 
he ſays F thy Right Hand offend thee, 
or cauſe thee to offend, cut. it off, and caſt 
it from thee: Fur it is profitable for thee 
that one , thy Members periſh, and not that 
thy whole Body ſhould be caft into Hell. 
Our Saviour adds to This Commandment, 
(viz. Do not fteal) Defraud not; z. e. Do 

no Wrong to Another, either by Force or 

Cunning. (Matt. v. 30. Mark x. 19.) 

With reſpe to the Nintb, he ar 
Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with 


what Judgment ye judge, ye ſhall be judged; 


and with what Meaſure ye mete, it I „ 


meaſured to you again. (Matt. vii. 1.) 
Againſt Covetouſneſs, (the Tenth and con- 
cluding Commandment) our Lord gives 
the beſt Direction, and moſt unerring Rule. 
D Lay 


L 341 
Fay tut up for yourſelves Trenſuriy on Barth, 
where Meth and Rift dotih corrupt, und uber 
Thieves brenk through and Heul: But lay up 
for yoarſelves Treaſures in Hasvrn, , 
iellber Mot h nor Ruft doth corrupt; und uberr 
Thieves do not breus through nor Neal": E 
where your Treaſure i is, there will Jour Heart" 
be alſo. (Matt. vi. 19, Sc.) In other 
Places, our Saviour ſays Jule heed, and 
Auf F Cinetonſtieſs : For a Mun's Life 
eonfifeth nut in the Abundance of the Things 
wHIch be poſſeſſetb: How bard 1543t for them | 
who tri in Riches, to enter into the King | 
am of” Got!” © bras Xi: * e 5 
* 20Y 4 28 
Thus, vo te; ev! as God "RO whe 
Eaw of the Ten Commandments. from 
Mount Sinai to the Jews; ſo our Saviour 
went up once into a Mountihn, and took 
alſo every other Opportunity, 16 provi to | 
exphain, and to bind the Moral Lau with | 
ill greater Strictłne upon Chriſtians. | 
Hie taught theſe T le hot his- Diſciples y 
as one having Authority; ; and may alle" as J 
well as them —— Why call” ye me Lord, 
Ford, and ds not the Things 4obreb I ſay 2 
| Pie Conclufion of his Sermon was in theſe 
Words 
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Words----T; berefore, whoſoever beareth theſe 
Sayings of mine, and doth them, I will liken 
Vim to.a-wife Man, who built his Houſe upon 
a Rock: And every one who bereth theſe 
Sayings of mine, and doth them not, ſhall be 
likened to 4 fooliſp Man, who built bis Houſe 
upon the Sand; and the Rain deſcended, and 
the Floods came, and tbe Winds Blew, and 
beat upon that Houſe ; and it fell, and great 

was the Fall of it. (Matt. vi. 24, Sec.) 
pen the Whole, one would think it 
was Wh an Eye to me ignorant, yet poſ- 
ſibly innocent Teachers, that our Lord ſays 
—— Whoſoever ſhall break one of theſe leaſt 
Commandments, and ſhall. teach Men fo, ſhall 
be called the Leaſt in the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven : But toboſoever ſhall do and teach them, 
the ſame ſhall be called Great in the Kingdom 
of Heaven. (Matt. v. 19, Read 1 Theſ. 
iv. to the 13th. Verſe.) /I 


wort The Pretetiders to extraordinary Inſpirations, 
have (more eſpecially of late) ſpoke: with uncommom 

Contempt of Commandments- and Ordinances, without 
making any Diſtinctian. And it may be of Ule! to re- 
mark, that among them, or às far as in them lies, they 
have voided, and entirely ſet a/ide; the Commiſſion 
which our Lord gave to his Apoſtles, and under Which, 
all their Succeſſors in Office, or in Miniſiru either 
| ao or dt to act. His Commiſſion was a ge, an 


D 2 3 IV. 


——— —— — by : 4 , — — 3 — 


36 1 


i IV. Ns 


ER ies the Docuine of Ilan 
taneous Im] and Jrręſſtible Grace; and alſo 
of Inward Feeli gs Or r Preſent Aſurantes of 
Salvation. 7 i 

That Grace is urch, few have Oc- 
cafion to go farther for a Proof. than their 
0701 Breafts ; ; and we have, moreover, va- 
rious Examples of it in Sacred Scripture ; 
(namely) Saul, Solomon, Judas, Ananias 
and Sapphira, Hymeneus, Phygellus, Her- 
anogenes, Demas, and Diotrepbes. St. Ste- 
phen reproveth the Jeus, ſaying, 27 do 
akeays RESIST the Holy Ghoſt ; and St. Paul 
beſeeches the Corinthians not to receive the 
Heer . God in vain. ( Adds vii. $1. 2 Cor. ; 


a, ple all Nattine, Faptizing them in the Nis of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, This 
Part of the Commiſſion has been ſet aſide, by one whole, 
and no ſinall Se& among us: And the 2 Part of 
the Commiſſion, (namely) teaching them to obſerve all 
Things whatſoever I have commanded you, is ſet aſide, or 
at leaſt attempted ſo to be, by ſome, with whom, I four; 


YOU are too well acquainted. — $0 little do Men think, 


when they begin to allegorize and indulge Fancy to 
what Zengths s, Ll may run ; 


L] To this, al e Occaſion to a in an- 


n ? 


* x o 
ES} , — VI. 


1371 


vi. 1. See alſo . xiii. 10. Jobn vi. 66. 
1 Te. v. 19. 1 2 dere ir 140 Tee. 
Wt," 10, 11.) 
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„ Weak. pin ignorant Chriſtians {aye 


Dr. Fortin) imagine, that Original and 
Hereditary Sin is an Entire Depravity, 


e by which a Man is ſtripped both of 
Power and Inclination to do any one 
Good Action; but that the Elect (of 


whom Himſelf is always one) are ſaved 
by Irreſiſtible Grace, and by a bare Be- 


lief that they are elected, and ſo go to 
Heaven upon very commodious Terms, 
te vhilſt all around them are doomed. to 
< periſh everlaſtingly, to the Honour [ac- 
cording to Them} of the Supreme Being. 
and to the great Comfort of his Fa- 


vourites. Now, this Total Corruption 
of Man is a mere Fiction, (idolum cere- 
bri) and all that we can collect from 


the Scriptures concerning our Depravity, 


is This that after our Firſt Parents 


had fallen from a State of Innocence, 


the Temptations to Sin were increaſed, 


but the Natural Powers to 76% thoſe 


Temptations were not deſtroyed, and the 


** FAVOURABLE Aſpſtances of the Divine 


> Spirit 


8 ; . e 9 - 4 — 6 
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Spirit were not withdrawn n]. (To 
which we may add) eſpecially: from Thoſe 


who were well-diſpeſed, or had made a pro- 

LU of what was: Peovaled « to * Minds 

y God's Word and Works. + 1 

This is plain, from th Jnftanets of 
Ty Enoch, Noah, Abrabum, Abimelech, 
TJſaac,"' Jacob, Joſeph, Feb, David, &c. 
The Law of Moſes gave no u⁰tional Sup- 
ply of Grace, yet neither did it dimingf it. 
Greate in me (ſays. Daviu) u clean Heart, 
r and renew a rigbt Spirit within 
Caſt me not away fromithy ne 


2 not thy" Holy Spirit from me. Re- 
fore unte me the Joy of thy Bolvation ; and 


apbold me with hy Free Spirir. (Pf. li. 
To, Sc.) There was Grace therefore 
under the Lam, though it was not y the 
Law. The Law was divine, and given 
by God Himfelf ; but the full Diſcovery 
of Grace and Truch, came by Jeſus SE. | 
Jol i. 17.) n 

The Aden al nigh Abate 
the Child of Grace, being once aſſured by 
erk Peelings (which he never failed to 


99 The h not afforded in ſo 2 Manner 
uch 25 * ee 0 


— | . 
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{ 39 } 
be) of his Sauation, never doubteth after- 
wards, but is fall of To. .and Confdence. 
But, as they. could not produce a Text af | 
Scripture, to countenanee any thing more 
than Hope and rational Perſuaſion, the 


*\ ito: 


Divines of that Time ventured | to ſtyle 
theſe Heling. Fancy, if no worſe ; Fa” 
were. ſo free as to tell. ſuch. Eathuliaits, 
that they were only got into Fool's, Para- 
die ol. (See 4 Fe Debate, Vc. 
#668. 100 l 
1 Met hadi ts. carts their Notions 10 
poet near "Thoſe of che Antinomians, (whoſe 
Tenets at the ſame time they pretend to 
abhor) as to dame the Hour of their Con- 
vrnſion, and venture to fay, that, from That 
AHceur, they have very ſenfibly felt God's 
Holy Spirit working within, them, and af- 
fording delightful, nay infalli ble Afſur ances 
of .their Salvation. And, as a Conſequence 
of this, they hold themſelves to be inſpired, 
lin achigb Senſe of the Word) and make 
ug Scruple to pronounce, that all Thole, 
o That po idea / Daftrinedf ee 
$5; progeedeth wildly, (aith1Latber ) Fleſh and 


<< reliſheth it well; it is ſweet; it maketh Peggle 
4 rude and ſecure; it will produge much Miſchie Y 


UC, Menſ. p. 429.) 
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1 Rave not theſe Feelings, are hoo. 


4 verted, no Children of God, no Heirs of 
Glory ; and that all who have ſuch Feel- 


ings, may poſſibly fall away for a Tr me, 


but cannot Finally. 


Now, all This is the Rant of . 
"Bibmen, Bunyan, and other Myſtics; and 
will be flenced (at leaſt with the Sober and 
Senſible): by one ſingle Sentence of our 
Lord's, (namely) Thou canſt xoT tell whence 
the Spirit cometh, and whither it | goeth. 


: (Fobn 1 ni. 8.) As we can judge of the 
Wind only by its Effects; ſo can we judge 
only of our having the Spirit F God, by 
its Efficacy on our Lives. The Holy Spirit 
affiſts, but does not force: Force would be 
ncan/iftent with Liberty, and, conſequently, 
with a State of Trial : Grace (in common 

| Caſes, of which we are here ſpeaking) 


moves the Will, but does not deſtroy its Free- 


dom. Grace may, therefore, be compared 


to that till. ſmall Voice of God to Elijah, 


which gently and perſuaſively directs; and 
is ſeldom to be met with in the frrong 
Wind, or in the Earthquake, or in the 
. d . _ xix. 11, 150 


bys 4 A * c If 


„„ 

If Inward. Feelings and Impreſſed * 
Apa are eſſential to . Sakvation, then, 
Mbat, alas ! is become of the Firſt and Beſt 

Chriſtians? What is become of the Fatbers 
of the Church, nay; even of our own Fa- 
thers, who never pretended to ſuch Feelings 
and Aſurances? And yet many of us 
would; and might well be glad, not only 
to be buried in their Sepulchres; "to have 
our Bones laid by their Ne 3 but. to enter 
into the ſame Rest. 
Modern Enthuſiaſts: carry e 8 
of Inſtantaneous and Irreſiſtible Grace fo 
far, as to ſuffer all Religion to reſt upon 
this one Point; and poor, pious, melancholy 
C Chriſtians, who cannot work. themſelves up 
unto ſuch Heights, are delivered: either to 
f Paper or Madneſs. © 
Very, very different is That, which was 
ſpoken of Cbriſt and His Preaching by the 
Propbet a bruiſed Reed ſhalt be nut break, 
and ſmoaking Flax ſhall be not quench. (J,. 
xlii. 3.) And let all ch Teachers call to 
Mind that too applicable Reproach of God 
by Ezekiel=——Iith Lies ye baue made the 
Heart ef the Righteous ſad, whom I have 
not a: yrs and firengthened the Hands 


of 


11 


of the Wicked, that he frould nat return from 
hes. Wicked. May, by promijſing Him Liste. 

( Exek. xiii. 2 2.) And bus ſaith the Lord 
Gad, Waiunto the foaliſb Prapbets, ue fil- 
Jaw therr Oxon dhirit, and haue ſeum naubing. 

uiii, 30% Ie that ju rfeeth the Wicked, 
Aſaith Sciamam) and li that condempeth the 
dJ, euen tiliay eee, 
wu del. fru. XV 16.) = 


oP P] Mk of this 1 I might, 
one would think, have been prevented, if Hur Fran- 
Natars, as: they they have ſometimes been forced to do, 


parxticulegly, Hr pexv. g.) ſo. they had always or in- 
2 5 e Seite 'of 1, where it is uſed In 


its general \ — by dhe Word. Havour, and * 
ned the 7 55 GW, to its, now. almoſt entirely 
2 enje © 
bey it 


3 iritudl or Divine Influence. We 
. not, this had been the Caſe, have! 
anany;TeaghhrrinGlling ſo xarneftiy.upen the Noctrines, 
that by Tree, inthe in the Senſe of I ene and Ixſpiratian, 
we are juſtified ; and that by Influence and Inſpiration 
awe are Javed - Wa: on the contrary, e ſhould have 

Found Preachers, ner making, and .copſequent]y;, we 
truſt,” ſpeak ing with St. Paul,—that Fuſtification - 
Saks Are 30% Matters of Favour ; not Purchaſes of 
Jha — —.— of png but, truly and in Fact, 
Didi: Dangtions;ror the 4 tuitous Fauchſafements of 
1 "For ALL babe J 2 un RE 7% ' ſhort of the Gin 

RE ; being faſti fd frech by Bi Favour, ' through t 


R N Cbrill Feſus ; ham God hath ſent 
to be 4 Pro 9 through. Faith in his Blood, to 


45 e*bis Method of \Fuftification," for the Retlemption 
of bin, that are paſty through the Forbzarance.of Gad. 


* | No 


ſure of md W e N 321 7 
a comfortable ¶ ſunanag, or juſt and joyful 
Perſuaypon, that we. ar It a in a 
being enabled. both to will.and, to. 4e of 

G . goed Pleaſure: For thus, and thus 
oplyyithe Sprritof Gad beareth Witneſs with 
our Spirit, that due are the:Chuldren. gf God, 
and Heirs through Hape that is, ſeen, is NOT 
Hape. (Hbil. ii. 13. 


Rom. viii. 1 6.4.0 3 


ita decdaxes; I fax. at this Tyme, this: Method . uftifica- 
tien; that he. might be j Jul, andthe uſtifier 1 bim Who 
belieueth (or truſteth) in fear, Sinks Mis,,23» Ha) 
By Faueur. are Ty SAVED» through. Fai th ; and the 
(Salvation) nt of . yourſelves, it 15. the ift. of”. God: 
Nat-of, Warks, te any Alan ſpuuld bagſt, (Abb. ii. G,. 
9.) And, iy Favohn, then is it no more of: e 
(or of, Debt). Pere Manger. is no A Havaur 
(Nam, ii. 6. 

For my owa Part, on reading the Books nn 
Eathuſiaſts, Ido: not ſo much k/ame them, 8 wih far : 
2 new and juſt Tranſlation: And, ſurely, it is high 
N Tyme, for the; Lovers of Truth and Kan 40: ſet about 


4 The two Debates, E 771 have chiefly 3 
l divided Proteſtants, are concerning Grace and 
Juſtification; land both theſe Debates, would, Happrs· 
bend, in a litile Time be put an End to, by gu doing 
Juſtice to the Original, and carefully diſtinguiſhing the 
general and ap propriate * * the to 5 Fords 

Nu And du mrhs 10 88 
ce © The 
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* tions, are hidden from us, (ſays Mr. 
< Ridley) but his York is not; His Work 
is moſt manifeſt. And though we can- 
© not ſee God at any time, or feel the Mo- 
* tions of the Spirit in our Hearts, yet is 
there certain Evidence, whether we have 
<< received Him or not. St. Jobn gives us 
an infallible Rule Ve know that God 
e duoelleth" in us, if we keep bis Command- 
* ments,” (1 John iii. 24.) [ß 


la! It may, I think, be received as a Truth, and 
be proved by every Inſtance in Scripture, and every 
Example of Experience, that one great and moſt evident 
Difference between the ordinary and extraordinary Gifts 
of the Spirit, is this, that the ordinary Gifts or Graces, 
though we know from Scripture that they are really 
granted us, yet we can never diſtinguiſh them from. 
the Operations of our own Minds ; whereas the extra- 
ordinary Gifts ever were, and, in the Nature of them, 
ever muſt be diftinguiſbable. Times of high and ſen- 
fible Infpiration are paſſed by, and low and imper- 
ceptible Degrees now ſerve every neceſſary Purpoſe. 
And, for my own Part, I never could find an [nffance 
(in my little Experience) of an an extraordinary Gift of 
the Spirit in any one, let his Pretenſions to it be what 
they would. On the contrary, I have ever obſerved, 
that the higher the Pretenſions were to Inſpiration, the 
Ae Evidence there was of the Truth of it. Men of 

Jear Heads, ready and polite. Tongues, of convinced, 
and, for that Reaſon, of warm Hearts, may and oft 
do ſurprize.— But theſe are not the Men who pretend to 


As 
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As to the Doctrine of Preſent Certainty, 
or Preſent Aſſurances f Salvation, by the 
ſenſible Impreſſions of the Holy Ghoſt, it has 
been admitted (perhaps rncautiouſly) by 
ſome very eminent and pious Proteſtants ; 
it will be no other, therefore, than decent 
and proper, carefully to re-examine this 

Matter, before we preſume to pronounce, 
with any farther Degree of Peremptorineſs, 
upon the Point, 

Now, if we can, during this Life, ar- 
rive at the Certainty of our Future Salva- 
tion, the Evidence muſt ariſe either from 
a firong Fancy, or from regular Deductions 
of the Mind, or from immediate Revelation 
of ſome fort or er ; 


lapiration. On the Dede an are n People, 
whoſe Heads are either naturally dull, or accidentally 
hurt, who ſpeak and write without either Counexion or 
Propriety; who are (as the Apoſtle juftly and charitably 
obſerves) zealous, but not according. to Knawledge. — 
Beſides, if theſe Men were extraordinarily. inſpired by 
the Hoh Ghyft, we ſhould diſcover that Unifermity, 
and Conſiſtency which we ſo juſtly admire and reverence 
in the Word, and Mritings of the Prophets, 

and other truly inſpired Perfons : Whereas Theſe, Men 
do not only daily differ from and contratiet \EACH 


OTHER, but very a 78 e contradict 
THEMSELVES. EN 


. 
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cy the Firſt of Theſe, may * 

err. 5nd ſlaing, hut ĩt ge be 
Kal. od 

+: iT] he Second. to Wit, 1 \ aa 
cannot bs fully and regularly deduced from 
a Review, of our Faith and Practice, until 
our Warfare i is quer, and, conſequently, Bok 
until, our Loſt Hours. If we. Then find; on 
ſerious, Examination, that we are i in a. State 
of Grace and Fuſtification, we need not, fear 
but we ſþalh continue ſo. to be; if vue Tben 
perecive,.. that we baue bad aur Fruit unt 
Holineſs, wWe may fafely and. aſſuredly col- 
lect, that; the, End ſhall be Everlaſting Life. 
(Rem. vie 22.) But we. ſhould- not, ne- 


thinks, preſume to carry, theſe, Aſſurances, 
higher than St. Paul riſes in his Prayer for 


the Brethren———Now,. the God of Hupe fill 
yow-with all Joy and PE Re in believing, 
that. ye. may. abound in Hop R, through. the 
Power of the. Holp Ghoſt. (Rom. xv. T3.) 

- Of che Third Sort of Aſſurance, (name - 
50 by, immeuiute Nevelation either (for 
Brample) by a Voter from Heaven, or by 
in Appointed Meſenger, or by the Extra- 
ordinary and plainly diſtinguiſhable Un- 

prefſions or Suggeſtions of the Holy Spirit--- 


*F IE ©% 1 of 
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of Theſa we have o Promiſe im Scripture,. 
and conſequently,. can have little Reaſon. 
to eyepect them. nay, poſlibly,, it may: be 
Pampling-God ſo to do. 

If any Thing can be MAT from. 
'"Rxomplis Extraordinary, it would only be. 
This that the, Favour of Aſurance might 
the Cie of Life. The Peniteut Thizf,, and, 
after warde St. Paul, had theſe Extraordi- 
nary Aſſurances; but the Oue was upon 


the Cre, and to be That Daz in Paradiſe x 
andithe Otber was ready to be Sered, and 
his Departure at Hand. (2 Tim. iv. 6.) 
The Apeſtle, while bis Warfare continued, 
although he; e- in neee vet 


Sibjedlions-- "wy I ould. bo, 4 wt ak 
Whiehiſhews, at leaſt, that be had Ther 
received no ſuch Aſſurance of, his. Salvation 3 
and yet This was: (as Dr: (Hateriand ob · 
ſerves) above Tuenty Vears after. his mira- 
cgulous Converſion. And it was not. until 
bean fought. the awd Fight,.. na fn 
his Courſe, naD kept the. Frith, that.. be 
makes this Declaration Henceforth there 


log, uf for me. a Crown, of N e, 


whic 
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which the Lord, the Righteous Fudge, hall 
give me at That Day. (2 Tim. iv. 7, 8.) 
But it may be W not the 
ſame Apoſtle, long before, ſay e are 
_ confident; and, again, 8 we are e al- 
ways confident (2 Cor. v. 6. 8.) gl 
It may be anſwered, (in the Words of 
Mr. Locke) „ Sagpsi]ss, being undaunted, 
and Hagespte, we are undaunted, (which 
« is the exact Tranſlation of the Greek) 
© ſignifies, in theſe two Verſes, the ſame: 
that un Extaxupues, we faint not, does 
* above; 2. e. I go on undauntedly,” with- 
« out ping. a preaching the Goſpel with 
« Sincerity, and direct Plainneſs of Speech.“ 
The Word wagenoia, which we tranſlate 
Confidence, and St. Paul infiſts upon as a 
Duty, generally means, either Boldneſs in 
Preaching, or PFrankneſs in Profeſſng the 
Goſpel. It is uſed in this Latter Senſe Heb. 
wii. 6. Chriſt's Houſe are we, if we hold faſt 
the Confidence, (i. e. the open and free Pro- 
feſſion of our F aith) and ibe Rejoicing of 
the Hope firm unto we. rae JED 
Chap. x. 23.) [r] * Ne e 


(ei The Climax . that = [LIVER bere 
mentioned, ſhould be a 4% crowning Attainment than 


In 


cc 
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In the 14th Verſe of the ſame Chapter, 4 
it is ſaid---//e are made Partabers of Chriſt, 
if we bold the Beginning ꝙ our Confidence 

fedſaſt unto the End. But it is in the Ori- 
ginal vro5any, not Confidence, but Hope, 
or Expectation, (to wit) of Eternal Life 
through Chrift, and not through Mo ofes ; 3 
to whom the Hebrews. were, it ſeems, at 
that Time, ſtrangely inclined to return. 
The Rejoicing of the Hope, the flrong 
Conſalation, the Anchor of the Soul, are Ex. 
preſſions which relate to this Grant of Eter- 
nal Life, brought to Light by the Goſpel : 
Mberein God, willing more abundantly to 
ſhew unto the Heirs of Promiſe the Immutla- 
= bility of bus Counſel, confirmed it by an Oath : 
That by Two immutable Things, in which it 
Was impoſſible for God to lie, we might have a 
ſtrong. Conſolation, who ba ve fled for Refuge, 
to lay bold upon | the Hope ſet before us: 
Which Hope we have, as an Anchor of the 
Soul, both ſure and hedfa, and which en- 


the Rejoicing of the Hope ; (te cording to theſe | 
Teachers, it is a greater For Hope of Salvation, how- 
ever rejoicing it _ be, muſt ail Gas it of the r 
Morel of it. 1 72 - TY „ 


* FTP) q 


£3 at g = lere | 


ER 0 — oaganrs ts 2» \ 
2 r 5 >» A as —< 
K : a " 
= a, '®, — wo _ IS * 
4 - 3 


5% 


terirh into That within the Val.” ( Heb. iii. 
6.---vi. 18, 19. Compare Heb. x. 20.) 
92 80 are deſiced ( Heb. vi. 1 1.) 10 fhew 
zbe ſame Diligence, to the full * Aſſurance of 
Hope unto the End: And, again, (x. 22.) 
to Ard near with a true Heart, and in full 
Aſſurance of Faith," or Truſt." And what 
this Faith or 77 is, the Apoſtle tells us, 
in the Verſes foregoing, (namely] in the 


Sacriſicr and Offering of the Body. and Blood 


of Chrif, the High-Prict"over the Houſe of 


8 God. 4 


The Paſſages above are ne we ap- 
prehend, to dangerous Purpoſes, when 
they are brought in Proof of Things to 
which they no- way relate; (to wit) of 
Private Aſſurances of Salvation; ot of our 
bun infallibly enjoying this Eternal Life. 

What has been obſerved, will be ſtrongly 
confirmed by St. Jobn, who ſpeaks to theſe 


ſeveral Points in his Firſt Epiſtle, | e 


He There warns us againſt Fanciſul Se- 
eurities—— Little Children, let no Man de- 
cei ve you : He that doth Righteouſneſs 15 
righteous 3 and be that committeth Sin, i. e. 
deliberate, impious, malicious, and hurt- 


ful Sin) 's of the Devil: For the Devil 


(thus) 


L 51 ] 
(thus) fre Non the Beginning. (1 John 
tire 7; 8. * 

He ſpeaks alſo of ef in Ourſetver, 
bat (take Notice) he defers it until after 
Death. Diitele Children,” abide in Chrift ; 
that when He ſhall" appear, abe may have 
Confidence, und not be aſhamed before Him at 
bis Coming, li. 28. And, in another Place, 
hat we my haue Bolditeſs in the ay 4 

udement"(iv."19,) © 
bf He ſpeaks likewiſe of Seren, in This 
29%, of the Perſuaſion, that we are at 

Preſent in a State of Grace and Juſtification; 
which he calls Confidence towards God : 
And gives us à Rule (ni. 10, Sc.) whereby 
we may kn that we art of the Truth, and 
Pull AssURFH (in the Greek,” perſuade) our 
Hearts before bim. And the Rule is This 
our Heart condenmm us not, u pon ſe- 
rious Examination, (but we find, that we 
do indeed believe, or truſt, (wiscbeuh⁰L⁰ in 
the Name or Power of Fefus Chriſt, love one 
another, and keep the Commandments ) ben 
bave wwe Confidence towards God, both with 
reſpeR to our or Prayer and his Promiſe > 
For whatſoever we 4ſt, according to bis Will, 


ee. for « our ſpiritual and everlaſting Good) 
0 | E 2 We 


- — — — — 
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we receive of him, becauſe we keep his Com- 
mandments: And this is tbe PRoMIsE that 
he hath promiſed us, even Eternal Life, (ii. 
25.) | This 15 the Recor, - that God hath 
given unto us Eternal Life: And this Life 
is in his Son. He that hath the Son, hath Life; 


and be that hath not the Son of God, \ hath 


not Life. Theſe Things have 1 written unto 


you that believe, or truſt, in the Name of 


7% Son of God; that ye may know, or ſee, 
that ye have Eternal Life; (i. e. a Promiſe 
of it from God, given in and by Chriſt) 
and that ye may believe, or truſt, + in the 
Name, or Power, of the Sen of God. _— 
11, Sc. Compare Rom. vi. 23.) 
To aſſure Ourſelves, that we are. in a 
State of Grace, or that we have the Spirit 
God, he tells us, that God is Love; and 
be that divelleth in Love, dwelleth in God, 
and God in bim. (iv. 16.) [s]-—-And to 
aſſure Ourſelves, that we are juſtiſied, and 
in a regenerate. State, he ſays, F ye know 


_ that Chriſt is Righteous, (i. e. a ſu ficient 


CJ [I wich this, the beſt of all Tokens, was more 
OLE thought of |] Hereby know we, that we 
divell in Him, and He i in us; becauſe he hath given us 
ee Spirit; i. e. of the it of Love. —(Ver. 13. 

pare Chap. ili. nds 


Sacrifice 
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Sacrifice and Atonement for the Sins of all. 


truly Penitent Believers) ye now (allo) that 
every one that por Righteouſneſs is born of 
Him. (ii. 29.) "We know that we have 
paſſed from Death unto Life, becauſe we love 
the Brethren. He that loveth not bis Brother, | 
abideth in Death. (iii. 14.) 755 
In sHoR T- Chriſtians, of late, (we may 


now, I think, venture to determine) have 


made no Improvement upon This Point: 


And they would have ſpoken more con- 


ſiſtently with Reaſon, Scripture, and the 
ſeveral States of our Exiſtence, had they 


confined (as the Firſt Chriſtians did) Hope, 


to the State of Trial ; Aſurance, to the 
Separate State; and complete Fruition, to 


; the State after Judgment. 45 


v. 


There is a heavy Charge ſtill behind, 
(namely) that while Mer hodiſts hold that 
Faith alone will both juſtify and fave, yet 
many of them do not indeed know what 
Faith 1s. 

Now, Faith is an Equi vocal Term, or 


bears ſeveral Senſes. It ſtands, more par- 


33 ticularly, 
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ticularly, for Belief, Troſt, and Faithful- 
neſs. , (I:54, gebn, 7150, Compare the 
Greek of Jude, Ver. 3. 20. Jebn! W. 15, 
Eph. i. 1. and 3 John v. Or, e 
to the beſt Latin Divines, Fides, Fid Nee. 
Figelitas. Wd . 

Firſt, It ſtands for Belief (namely). of 
all Revealed Truths; more particularly, of 
what Chriſt Jeſus did, Said, ſuffered, and 
promiſed. And This is diſtinguiſhed by 
the general Name of Chriſtian Faith; (us. 
vy Tio iv, N ag, Tits "ue 4. pb. iv. 5. } 
and to This the Church of England ſpeaks, 
in ſeveral of her Firſt Articles; and St, 
James never uſes the Word Faith i in any 
other Senſe. 

Secondly, For Truſt. ( namely) i in the | 
Blood, the Atonement or Sacrifice of Chriſt ; 
by which Faith, Reliance, or Truſt, only 
or alone, the truly penitent or returning 
Sinner (for ſuch is the Favour, ſo the Will 
and Appointment of God) obtains his Par- 
don, and is looked upon (at Preſent) as one 
who is really righteous : And to this Truſt 
or Reliance, Divines appropriate the Term 
of Yuſtifying Faitb; and concerning This, 


1 55 5 


our Church treats, in her 1176 Article, and 
St, Paul, in 1 ſeveral of his E piſtles #1, 3 
Thirdly, For Faithfulneſt, an 
in Ourſelves, and 10 our Maſter, for the 
Time to come: And This is properly 
called Saving Faith. To This our Savor: 
refers, when, he fays—— Be thou . faithful 
unto Death, and 1 will give thee a Crown 
of Lie: (Rev, li. 10.) And concerning 
This, our Church pen, in ber 1 2th Fr, 
ricle. DES 
Without this High Degree of rats 
NN Fidelity, (which can only ſhew itlel 
by our Works) Belief, (the, F rſt 0d, 
Loweſt. Degree of Faith) St. Tout: as 
taught, gan neither ſave nor juſtify. W ich, 
is a.certain, -and, when rightly Wa 
5 


8 


1 


an indiſputable Truth; and very far 
being inconſiſtent with any Thing that 


Paul has ſaid concerning the ſecond Degree 


[7] St. Paul makes uſe of the Subſtantive rig 
(Faith) in many and very different Senſes ; but, when 
he ſpeaks, of juſtihing Faith, or of the Faith. that is 
imputed. to us for preſent Righteouſneſs, he molt fre- 
7 uſes (and ſometimes actually joins with it) the 
Verb or 7 which implies and calls for Truft 

or Reliance, as well as Belief. (See the Ca of Ne, | 
ili. 22.—iv. 3. 5. 24.—X. 4, 10, 11. G4. il. Tt — 
lil, 22. * xiii. 39.) 3 F 
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56 
of Faith, or the immediate Mean of Juſti- 
fication, (to wit) Reliance or Truſt. Truſt 
in Chriſt's Atonement is, by Divine Appoint- 
ment, imputed to the Penitent Believer for 
TFuſtificati on on his Pirſt Converſion ; and, 
indeed, on his every everal Return unto 
Chriſt : (for there is more than a Firſt and 
Final Juſtification Ta). ) Yet, unleſs Faith- 
fulneſs. be the Laſt Effect, or his Faith (in f 
the general Senſe of the Word) reaches his 
Heart, his Will and Affections, as well as 
his Head, his Knowledge and outward Pro- 
ion, he will forfeit his Fuſt ification, and 
not be intitled to Salvatiun. | 
"Why Truft in the Blood or Sacrifice of 
Chrift thould be preferred to all otber Ap- 
Pointments, is not our Buſineſs, and lies 
beyond our perfect View: But ſo far we 
Can "ſee, that though Truſt is the leaſt Re- 


turn we can make to our Redeemer, yet is 
it en r Habur we can 90 Huw, 


ben fo r/t and fro 1 e ſo ah and 
ſo ju by, inſiſted ;hop Headly, Dr. Taylor, 


upan 
Hr. G reen, and Ar. Ho ifax, are to be underſtood 
aaf Hom, of only our more eminent Juſtifications. It 


would be ill, indeed, with Man, if the Pardon of his 


Bins was confined to any fixed Number of Times,— 


ip Pwice, to ſeven, or to ſeventy times * vj 


next 


next to that of Faitbſaineſs, or of a good 
and religious Life. In other Words 
is is to receive Chriſt in all his Offices : 
——To' Believe in bim, as he is our Pro- 
pbet; to rely on him, as he is our Prieft; 
mid to obey him, as he is our King. 
This Degree of Faith, which we gene- 
rally call Truft, is capable of being carried 
to the greateſt Height, even to Confidence 
on one Side, as the Chriſtian can have 70 
Doubt with reſpe& to the Obje#''of it, 
(namely) the Efficacy or Sufficieticy of 


Cnzkis 1's Atonement, for the Pardon of 


paſt and repented Sins: But he ought to 
be cautious, extremely cautious (as nothing 
expoſes ſo much to Danger as Security) 


how he pronounces himſelf to be a proper 


Subject of ſuch Grace or Favour. For if 


his Repentance be infincere, the Foundation 
is laid upon Sand, and the more he builds 


upon it, the greater only will be the Fall. 


Belief and Truſt, without Repentance, or 


505 for ſaking of Sin, are like the Image in 


Nebuchagnezzar's Dream - upwards, Sil. 


ver and Gold; below, Iron and Cay. 
But what is there of This Faith, in the 


Definition given by Methodits----who ſay, 


2 that 
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that it is 4 receiuing Forgiveneſs: of Sins; 
nay more, a ſenſbla ar impreſſed Aſſurance 
of Saluntion? 2 Why nothing at all, or next 
to nothing at all: For our Oum, or an 
Actiue Belief, Truſt and Faithfulneſ; do. 
not ſo much as appear in the Definition; 
and that Paſſrue Feeling; which is ſubſti- 
tuted in Mons place, ul. ory * uppiyx it 


wn carry this Matter ſo N 28 to 5 
5 That they ne as well when they received 
*« Remiſlion of Sin, and the aſſured Pledge 

« of Everlaſting Life into their Hearts, as 
© they &now when they receive Meat into 
their Mouths, or Money into their 
Hands“ Which Example ſhewꝛs ſuf-. 
ficiently of itſelf, how far Imagination 
may go, and that Men may with as 


much Eafe N en Ti _—_ a6 
Others. 


(* They who give this + Definithon; beben they 
— with Reaſon and Scripture, or are, perhaps, 4% 
n their Guard) very frequently ſtile Faith an Act, 
or the Mind; whereas here we are paſſive. in the 
Work, it is the Act of Gd veon the Mind. 80 foon 
are Men, loſt in Croſs- Roads, when they venture to 
deviate from the Way of 77uth ; and neceſſary it ever 
was, and fi remains, to rebuke them hardy, _y they 
may'be foring in the Fal TH, (Titus i. 13.) 


Tz! 4 - 7 Let 
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Let all Thoſe, therefore, who ſay, that 
we, are both. juſtified and ſaued by Faith 


only, take better Care that their Faith be 


the true one; or that it includes Halte 
Truſt, and Faithfulneſs. 1 
FRO the Chriſtian Religion, er 16 
no excluding Good Works or Obedience, 
though a great deal of Pains: (and no 
Wonder) has been taken to exclude them. 
For if we hold with the Orthodox, that 
abe are JUSTIFIED, by Faith only ; yet we 
cannot prove, that we ſhall continus juſtified 
by Faith, andy Ly]. or never fall from this 
State of Juſtification by Sin. conſequently, 
we muſt, for the ſake of Truth and Com- 
fort, admit ſome of their next Articles con- 


cerning Good Ii ar, or Fruits which do 


| Spring. out ae" a true and lively. 


[3] 15 knew, 0 vain Man, thes Faith, 5 it * N 


not Works, is dead, being alone. Without Charity, we 
are. nothing; for aching availeth, but Faith which 


worketh by Love. Abraham trufted in God, and hit 


Truſt was imputed to him for Righteouſniſs, or Juſtifi- 
cation: But this Truſt was not all for he readily 
complied with the Direction of God, and offered I ſauc 
his Lon upon, the Altar, and afterwards continued, fo 
faithful, as to be called the Friend of Cd; which 
ſhews, that his Faith wrought with his IWorks, and by 
Mons was his Faith completed, James ii. 20, Ac.) 


aith; 


—— ——ꝛ—ð*—VL w 2 ::2K« INETD 
4 2 Ne - 


16 8 
Faith ; nor ly 4 Place of Fergi veneſs 2 

ſuch as truly repent. Or, if we go a Step 
higher, and ſay, that we are sAvRD by 
Faith oniy; yet, What do we get? For, 
at laſt, we can only judge, that we have 
this Faith by our Works : So that we might 
as well have admitted, at firſt, that Faith 
and Good Works are inſeparable Conditions 
of Salvation, as Repentonce and T ruſt are of N 
Juſt? fication. 

It may be proper to obſerve ke? I 
Faith and Obedience, or Faith and Good 
Works, are not the Cauſes, but the Means 
of Salvation. We are not ſaved, any more 
than juſtified, either for our Faith or our 
Obedience, but for the Merits of Chrif, 
and by Faith and Obedience. And to fay, 
that we are ſure of the End (Salvation), 
without the Means (Faith and Obedience), 
can, at leaſt, have nothing in it of that 
Humility, which recommended the Publi- 
can in the Goſpel; and is too like unto a 
Servant making himſelf ſure of his Wages, 
whether he does any Work or not. 

_ «© But is not This to preach Works as 
* the Papiſts do? No, certainly it is 
ns 8 (ſays Corllengwarth ) but to preach 

cc Works 


[ 611 


Works as Chriſt and his Apoſtles do: tt 
« is to preach the Neceſſity of them, which 
e no good Proteſtant, no good Chriſtian 
ever denied; but it is not to preach the 
« Merit of them, which is the Error of 
.< her nix. noi | 6 Serm. 5 12. r 
Edit.) | 


Ts 


e« But ſors by; {oi tell mw) There 


is no ſuch Thing as a Good Work in an 
ce 7zmperfett Creature; and, - conſequently, 


- Good Works can be no Condition of Man's 
Salvation; becauſe, on ſuch a Condition, 
he could not poſſibly attain unto it.” 

I anſwer. The Fallacy of this Argu- 
ment manifeſtly lies in the Terms; in flip- 
ping the Words Good Work and Good 
Works into the Place of Perfect Work 


- 


and Perfect Works; and needs no other 


Confutation, but that of ſetting them right 


again; which I may very ſafely truſt 


to ſuch an Enquirer as yourſelf. But, at 


the ſame time, let me recommend to your 
Conſideration, that our Depravity was not 


of our immediate procuring, and that our 
 Tnfirmties, though they are foſtered by us, 
a were they the Birth of Nature; and 
e may, 3 be WY that 
both 
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Both will be allowed for by an Equitable 
Judge; and the more eſpecially, as it ap- 
pears even to us, that it was neceſſary that 
we ſhould be imperfect, and expoſed alſo to 
'Depraved Propenſities, to Sint which to 
more egfily beſet us, in ordet to become furt- 


able Subjects of Probation, or of the State 


we are in. 191 Te © 
The Race that 1s 0 ale us, no one 
TW eines yet Strength enough of Himſelf 
to run, except Chriſt; and He alone, 
therefore, can ſtrictly be ſaid to have won, 
or merited the Prise: But He graciouſly 
imparts of his Strengtb, and diſtributès of 
the Prize allo; to all Thoſe who follow Him 
in eurneſt; and the nearer they come to his 
Kan in greater Proportion. 
Baut, that we may not deceive Ourlelves 
or depend too much on the Plea of Inability, 
let me aſk, Which of the Ten Gommand- 
ments (for Example) is grievous, or a Bur- 
den to a Man, who would not offend his 
God, and is actually ſiſted by the Ordinary 
Meaſures of Grace? Could he not, 
even with Sincerity, belieue, that there is 
but One God? Could he not worſbip Him 
e Jdolatry ? * he not avdid 
BY the 


wt 


wot 


the Prefaning of his Name? Could he 
not keep bis Sabbath? Muſt he diſhonour 


[ 63 ] 


his Parents? Muſt; he commit Murder, 


Adultery, or Theft'? Might he not abſtain 


from bearing Falſe Witneſs ; and from ſuch 
Covetouſneſs as will draw him from De- 
pendence upon God, or | induce him to 
wrong his Neighbour ? Certainly he migbt. 


Let us not, therefore, tax God with being 


an hard Maſter, with reaping where be bas 
not ſown, and gathering where. he has not 


ſtraued; but rather let us confeſs the real 


Truth——that He is Juft, and Ms, are Idle. 
(Conſult 1 Cor. x. 13.) 

But, leſt it ſhould be thought, dne This 
is an Attempt rather to fence. Ohjectots 


than to /az75fy them, let us, by the Help 


of Reaſon and Scripture, endeavour to 
range our Thoughts in a ſtill more diſtinct 
Manner upon this Point; and, poſſibly, 
we may find, that the Tenets of the Sincere 
are rather confuſed than contradiffory. We 
have all the ſame Materials to work with, 
{much the ſame Heads, and the very fame 
Scriptures: ) The Difference muſt chiefly 


lie, therefore, in the Manner of their Ar» 
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1 64] 
There are then, I apprehend, Fuur Sorts 
of Works, which come within the Compaſs 
of this Enquiry: (namely) Evil Worts, 

Works of Juſlice, mages Works, ans * 
Works.” g 
And, (Firſt) It. will * Ger Vos that 

Man is capable of Evil Works. Every wil- 
ful Tranſgreſſion of a Law of God, which 
abſolutely enjoins or forbids, is an Exclud- 
ing Sin; or by it a Man forfeits his Juſtifi- 
cation, and muſt either ſeek for Pardon 
again, by Repentance and Puith;! or be loſt. 
(1 Cor. vi. 9, Ce.) 0 

(Secondly,) It wilt eben * didwed, 
that Man is capable of Works of Juſtice. 
The Laws both of God and Man require 
and exact of us WYorks.of Juſtice: It would 
be very hard, therefore, if they were placed 
out of the Reach of both our Natural and 

Moral Powers. The Performance of Works 
of Fuſtice, we may obſerve, has very little 
Claim to Reward, even upon e = 
exempts chiefly from Puniſhment. 

There are Works alſo, (Thirdly): which - 
the Scriptures, atleaſt, ſcruple not to. call 
Good Mors: And theſe are ſuch Drſizn- 

guiſoing DzGRExs of Purity in Onrſelves, of 
5 "Ry 


7 


14; 


Piety towards God, and of Love and Cha- 


rity to our Fellom- Creatures, as the Laus 


of Man cannot reach or oblige us to, yet 
ſuch as we are ALL [Z] able to exert and 
maintain, eſpecially with the ſecret Bleſſing 


[z]; With reſpect to the Degrees of Prety, Purity, 
and Benevolence, the Poor are upon an egual Foot with 
the Rich: And, in regard to  Alms-yiving, although 
the Rich may do far more Good to their Fellow-Grea- 
tures, and ought to rejoice in the Advantage and Op- 
portunity of ſo doing, yet the Defire and Diſpoſition 
of the Poor will not be overlooked, but mate their 
ſmall, Offerings abound. 19 their Account; and become an 
Odour of a ſweet Smell, a Sacrifice acceptable, well- 


pleaſing to God. God is able, indeed, to make all Grate, 


or Favour, abound towards us, that we always, having 
all Sufficiency in all Things, may abound to every goed 


Wert: But, where this is not the Caſe, and Penury is 


our Condition or Lot, (for great Variety of Conditions 


are requiſite to a State of Trial) there two Mites, or 


one Farthing, may become n abundant Offering ; nay, 
a Cup of cold Water, in certain Circumſtances, hall in 


no wiſe loſe its\Reward.—Be mereiful, therefore, after 


thy Power, / thou haft much, give plenteouſſy; if thou 
haſt little, do thy Diligence gladly, to give of that little ; 
for ſo gathereſt thou thyſelf a good Reward in the Day of 
Neceſſity : Hor God is not unrighteous, or unjuſt, to far- 
get your Work of Fa H, and Labour of Love, which 
you have ſhiwed towards ris Name, his Will and Com- 
mandment, in that ye have miniſtered to the Saints, and 


do miniſter ;/ in that ye have done Good+ unto: all Aden; 
eſpecially to them who are of the Houſbold of Fuith, 


(Phil, iy. 18. 2 Cor. ix. 8. Mark xii. 41. Luke 
xxi. 1. Mat. x. 42. Tob. iv. 8, 9. Heb. vi. 10. 
Gal. vi. 10.) 7 S WY TR 8 d O& % . 
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and Alſſonce of the Holy Spirit, which 
will enable us both to v and to do them; ; 
and to which we are laid under the fricteſt 
Obligations, by the revealed ill of God. 
Let not a Widow (ſays St. Paul) be taken 
into the Number under Threeſcore Years Old, 
having been the Wife of one Man, well re- 
ported of for Good Works; if ſbe have 
brought up Children, if ſhe have lodged 
Strangers, if ſhe have waſhed the Saints 
Feet, if ſhe have, relieved the Aficted, 
(1. Tim. v. 9, &c.) And Jeſus ſaid unto 
his Diſct ples, Why trouble ye the Woman ? 
For, in that ſhe hath poured this Ointment 
on my Body, ſpe hath wrought a Good * ork 
upon me. (Matt. xxvi. 10.) 

Theſe Good Horks, though they 

placed in a Lower Claſs than Perfect Works, 
becauſe they are Works 89 of Degree [a], 


(e) The good — is id to give its Increaſe in 
the various Meaſures and Degrees of Thirty, Sixty, 
and an Hundred, (Mark iv. 20.) The Talents delivercd 
unto us, to every Man according to his ſeveral Ability, 
amount, at the moſt," to a ſmall and much limited 
Number. They are' deſcribed to be as Five, Two, 
and One.; and therefore it is, that the 5% Improvers, 
or they who ſhall be received with the MWell-done, are 
ſaid to be good and faithful in a few Things, (in a ſmall 
Truſt) although they ſhall: be made Rulers cver many 


: yet 


467 ] 


* are they placed in an higher than 
orks of Juſtice, both on account of their 
own intrinfic Excellency, (for Works of 
Faith and Love, of Generofi ity and Compaſ- 
ion, far excel thoſe of Law, and of Equity 9 


and alſo on account of the Promiſe that is 


annexed to Them, (to wit) that our Future 


and Eternal Retward ſhall be in exact Pro- 


Portion every Circumſtance being firſt 
weighed and conſidered) to what we do 
this Way, and under ſuch Influence ind 
Mlance. | 

It may be neceſſary Here to dw, 
that whatever is a Matter of Duty to God, 
and alſo ſhort of Perfection i in Hef, cannot 
poſſibly be meritorious : (Luke xvii. 9, 10.) 
And, indeed, the Reward of theſe Good 
Mord is lo entirely of Grace or Favour, ſo 
much out of all Proportion to their Extent 
and' Worth, that the Good Man will re- 
-nounce every Claim, but that which lies in 
the Promiſe ; and the Thinking and Grate- 
ful Man find more than ſufficient Employ 
-for his Thanks and Aderation in Tan Lar- 


eſs. 
th. 2214 
| Things, and enter into the Jo of Nef Lord, ( Mat 


xxV. 14, Ec.) 
F 2 Con- 


5 
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Concerning theſe Good Works, It is, we 
are told, that We muſt be careful to 


maintain them; that we, muſt be  Zealaus 
about them; that we are . throughly fur- : 
wiſhed,\ . (and a Nein Chriſt 


Jeſus unte ulm ( Tit. ii. 8. 14 ih. 14. 


21HLAm iii, . „Eb. i. 9597 2 Cor. off 


6.) 151. 5 fl * Het WY; 


$1156] Ste Paul teacheih, (faith the. Hemi on Lal 
Das 2 that e muſt do good Works, for diverſe Re- 
% ſpects. 5. 4 o ſhew ourſelves obedient Children 


Wignw our Wes Father; who hath ordained thetrt, 
« that we ſhould walk in them. Secondly, For that 
J e good Degarariggs and Teſtimonies of our 

ca 


tion. "Thirdly; Thar others ſeeing our good 


* Works, may the rather by them be ſtirred up and 
excited to glorify our Father which is in Heaven.— 
2 Let us not, therefore, be lack to do good Works, 
cen ſeeing that it is the Will of God, that we ſhould walk 


. in theme] 3; aſſuring ourſelyes, that, at the laſt: Day, 


« every Man ſhall receive of God for his Labour done in 
ce true F aith, a greater Reward than his Works have 
4e deſerved. nus much is ſaid im general of all good 
Works. Firſt, To remove out of the Way of the 

oy Simple and 'Unlearned, this dangerous Stumbling- 

40 block. that any Man mould go about to purchaſe or 

ec Iny Heaven: with. his Works. Sccondly, Lo 1195 
„ ſo mus h as may be) from envious Min 8. 
ct and aanderous Tong . in all juſt Occaſion of flan- 
ce derous Speaking, as bee good Works were re- 

& jected.” - Let us (p. 61.) ſtudy daily and dili- 

« gently, to ſhew ourſelves to be the true Honourers 

and Lovers of God, by keeping his Command- 


» 1 


8 ments, by doing of good Deeds unto our needy 


, ; | Some 


* 


A thority; calling all Men back from Evil- doing, b 
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Sotne Defect of biber will leave to the 


Muli of Man, as Man; either in the 
Manner, the "Meaſure, or the Motiven 
And, accordingly, we curſeldes can i gene- 
rally ſee, even when we have done well, 
that we might have done beter: So that 
the Actions of Good Men have This in 
common with the Weather, that they may 
be ſaid to be fair or fine though ſome 
Clouds of the Ligbter Sort appear. I men 
tion this, partly as a Comfort to the Weak- 
hearted, but chiefly as a Caution againſt the 
preſumptuous Plea of Merit or Deſervings. 
Pride and Boaſting do entirely 544 our beſt 
and faireſt Fruit, in the Sight both of Go 
and Man; and Silence and Humility ever 
will, and ever muſt, be the great Recom- 
nienders of it. When thou therefore diff 
Abiis, (to give an Example in one of our 


beſt Good Works) let not iby left Hand 


- 


8 | 115 ye #5 
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know what thy right Hand doth; that \thy 

8 * 1 850 10 * buy » 415) \ v4) ST 5 
Neighhours, relieving, by all Means that we Gan- 
2 theis Poperty, with our Abundance pnd Fee 
* Fi norance with OUT Wiſdom a and Learning, and 
c comfort their //cakne/s'with our Strength and Au- 


« godly Counſel and good Example, perſevering til 
Bs 5 I. F $3 fo 20d! 04:5" / 458 
5 in Well-doing, fo long as we live? oe 
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Ams may be in ſecret: And thy Father 
which feethi in ſecret, ſhall reuard thee openly. 
(Matt. vi. 3, 4. Compare: 2 r, ix. 12. 
P bil. iv. 18.) 5 

The greater the Able and the & 6 
the Degrees of Good Works, the greater 7. 
higher our Merit with Men, and our Fa- 
vour with God ; And This is ſicient for 
our Encouragement in the Exerciſe of Free. 
Will, without ſuppofing or preſuming, that 
our Beſt Works really merit at the Hund 5 
in the Sigbt of Gd. 

(- Fourthly,) There are Perfect Warks--- 
not comparatively, but abſolutely: ſo: But 


"Theſe belong not to Inperfect Creatures, 


and conſequently not to Man. And yet 
Theſe, perhaps, (for Want only'of an eqy 
and necefſary Diſtinction) have given, Oc- 
eaſion to all our Confuſion. and Contraver- 
fies upon the Point. 

Perfect Works, or ſuch as will 1 of 
themſelves, are our Aim, (Matt. v. 48, 
2 Tim. iii. 17.) but not our Attainment ; 
for they admit of no Degrees: And, in this 


. Senſe, there is None Good, ſave One, that 


* God. (Mark x. 18.) Perfect Works 
K we could arrive {At them) are truly me- 
ritoricus, 


1711 


rilorious, and give a Right to the Tree of 


Life, or juſtify without an Act of Grace or 
Favour : Whereas Good Works ariſe no 


higher than a Condition or Qual! fication in- 


fiſted upon in the A# of Grace itſelf. 7 
came not (lays our Saviour to call the 
Righteous, that is, the perfefly ſo, but 
(ſuch as we muſt all acknowledge Our- 
ſelves, in a greater or lower Degree, to be) 
Sinners to Repentance: They that are Whole 
need not a Phyſician, but they that are Sick, 
(Mark ii. 17.) And, with reſpe& to this 
wholeſome and never-failing Integrity, we 
may, and muſt, both in the Church and 
Cloſet, confeſs· There is no Health in us. 
Hence, I think, it very plainly appears, 
that Man is capable of performing many 


Good, though not Peres Works; and 


that he not only can, but is under ſtrict 
Obligation ſo to do, by the expreſs Order 


of his Creator; who ordained, even before 


the Foundation of the World, that Man 
' ſhould walk in them, be tried by them, 
and be rewarded according to them oh 


(e] Mr. Pope has ſaid 
A IWit's a Feather, anda Chief a Rod; 
An bongſt Man's the zobleft Work of <1 oh 
Ethic Ep. IV. Line 237. 
i 4 VI. 


* 


U 
1 
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I thought of concluding Here But it 


may be neceſſary to touch, at leaſt, upon 


The laſt Line (which we often hear quoted by 


Deiſtical Perſons, and ſome merely Nominal Chri- 


ſtians, in their own juſtification; and as alſo a com- 


fortable Plea, if not a ſufficient Claim upon God, for 


their future Acceptance; ) is, I apprehend, both very 
much and very dangerouſly miſtaken. The Poet here 
uſes the Word honeft in the complex; in a Senſe it is 
very generally uſed by the beſt Latin Authors, from 
whom we haue it, (namely) not only for jzf?, but for 
honourable, virtuous, and good. Any tolerable Dictio- 
nary will afford Examples enow.—The Thought, if 
thus underſtood, amounts to no more than this, —that- 
the Man, who is ju/?, honourable, virtuous, and good, 
is not only preferable to a Wit and a Chief, but to every 
Work of this cur Syſtem ; concerning which oxly, he 


_ undertakes to treat; (ſee Ep. I. Note 1.) which is an, 


Aſſertion, that will ſcarce be diſputed, with him; and 

more eſpecially, as the re//oring of old Words to their 
firft Meaning, as well as the Coining of new, is a Li- 
cence more, freely granted, by Citics, to the Diſcretion, 
and Uſe of Poets, If Mr, Pope had meant, by an ho- 
neſt Man, a Perſon ju/t only with reſpect to Property, 
he would bave placed his noble/? Hork of God in à Claſs 


moſt evidently. too ow; for (according to this modern, 


and now, indeed, almoſt: appropriated Senſe of the 
Word) although Honour and Virtue include Honeſty, 


yet Honeſty does not include Honour and Virtue; ſo 


again, a Man cannot be good, unleſs he be honeſt, to 
the very utmaſt of his Ability; but he may be honeſt, 
and yet not be good. This acute and wiſe Obſerver of 


f Mankind could not be ignorant, that /ome of his Fellow- 


another 
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another Error, into which the Methadi fs 
are zealouſſy running, and which has 
proved already a ſacceſsful Lure, with re- 
ſpect eſpecially to the Poor; and that is, 
their confidently aſſerting, that the Millen- 
nium is at hand; and that the Saints, 'or 
(in other Words) their Dear Setves,' ſhall 
live in Peace and Plenty, like Earthly 
Princes,” After they have had the Satif- 
faction of cutting off the Wicked, or Thoſe 
. who oppoſe themſelves, with the Sword. 
This they give as the Interpretation of 
| real and ancient Prophecy ; ; and This, they 
BY ſay, is confirmed to ſome of them, by 
new and private Revelation, even to dhe 
fein upon the Day. 

But I check my Hand, and vy not 
keep you long upon the Blum, ſince ſome 
of their Days have failed, as you yourſelf 
well know L415 and Tenets of this Sort 


Cabins afford ee Ei tha they are. juſt 
and honeſl, who will not afford us almoſt any Proof at 
all, that they are not (at the fame time) intemperate 
and vitiaus, profane and impious, a. 3 
paſſianate, implacable, and „„ 

LJ. To ene of theſe Days ehen, pleaſantly re- 
fers, in his Account of what happened lately ind the 
Neighbourhood of Nottingham. Vide Page 25. of the 
U en and Practices of the Men hodiſis | 

do 
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do more than alarm, they fr ighten every 


Lover of Society and good Government, 
« This, as Origen ſpeaks, is manifeſtly "7 
. wicked Doctrine, a Reproach to Cbriſti- y 
% anity ; 5 the Heathens having better Senti- 
% ments.” 

Now, the Millennium, which we ex- 
peck, and humbly hope will not long tarry, 
is a Spiritual Millennium; a Kingdom of 
God, which conſiſts not in Meat and 
Drink, but in univerſal Righteouſneſs, in 
Peace and oy in the Holy Ghoſt ; to be 1 0 
troduced by the Fall of Antichriſt, the 
Converſion of the Jews, and the Coming- in 

of the Fulneſs of the Gentiles ; by Chrift's 
going forth conquering, and to conquer, with 
the Sword that proceed out. of his Mouth; 
i. e. by his convincing at length, or over- 
coming all Oppoſers, by the Sword of the 
Spirit, which is the Word of God. He ſhall 
ſinite (faith the Prophet Tſatab) the Earth 
with the Rod of his Mouth, and with the 
Breath of bis Lips ſhall. be flay the Wicked.--- 
And the Seventh Angel founded; and there 
were. great Voices in Heaven, ſaying, The 
Kingdoms of this World are become the King- 
doms e, our Lord, and of his Chriſt ;, and he 


ſalt 
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Goll reign for ever and, ever. And the 
Four-and- {wenty Elders worſhipped God, 
ing, Me give. "thee Thanks, O Lord God 
Almg Bey, which art, and waſt, and art to 
come ; 2 Thou haſt taken to Thee thy 
Great Power, and baſt FAB: ( Rev. xi. 
1 7. 1% 
But the reaching of a Carnal or Sedus 
Millennium, is veviving an Hereſy, of 
which even the Weaker Fathers were ſoon: 
aſhamed ; and well. they might, for it ſa⸗ 
voured more of Epicurus than of Chriſt. 
The Tempers and Diſpoſitions of Men 
ſhall alſo, in this Flouriſhing State of the 
Church, be ſo changed, with reſpect to 
tbemſelves and each other, that the Wolf 
may be ſaid to dwell with the Lamb; and 
Ibe 7 to lie down with the Kid, the 
Calf. tbe young Lion, and 'the Fatling to- 
gether, ond a Little Child to lead tbem. 
Neither the Aſp nor the Adder ſhall hurt or 
deſtroy in all my Holy" Mountain: For the 
Earth fhall be full of the Knowledge of the 
| Lord, as the Waters cover the Sea. (J. xi.) 
| le] Dr. Doddridge (upon the tLouſand Years, men- 
tioned Rev. xx. 2.) — think we muſt d. 15 
An 


255 1 2 3 
1 38-1 
F NOW, I | hope, * have faid tho oh 


to. ſettle Ye u, With an eaſy and thankful 
Mind, in th Church of England. Where 


861 of being 1 to interpret any Paſſage of =! De 
« upon. the plaineſt Principle of Reaſon, if this does 
nat fignify, that there ſhall be ſuch a Period as this, in 
«© which Satan ſhall be remarkably refrained, and the 
% Chriſtian Intereſt ſhall prevail.“ 

Ik the 20% Chapter of the Buvelation is to be ex- 
plained figuratively, (namely, of only the flouriſhing 
State of the Church after the Fall of, Antichriſt) it is 
attended with ſome Difficulties, and, at leaſt, ſeeming 
Improprieties. See Dr. Newton, Vol. III. p. 316, 317. 
If it is to be underſtood literalh, (namely, of a Reign 
of Saints, and Perſons raiſed from the Dead, Sc.) it 
muſt be accompanied with much Incenvenience and 
Embarraſſment of Doctrines. See Dr. M bithy's Trea- 
tiſe on the Millennium. Wherefore, ſome have wiſhed, 
that this Part of the Prophecy had bad the ſame F. a 
vour granted it, that is generally allowed to be due to 
ſuch: as have not been fulfilled, and appear to be ſome- 
what too hard and intricate, as well as too important, 
for private Interpretation; or, in other Words, they 
wiſh, that the Explanation had been altogether left: to _ - 

the Gampletivn... n 

To explain this 1 0 perſeRy, (fays the i inge- 
ie nious and- learned Dr. Newton). is not the Work 
« of one Man, or one Age; and, probably, it will, 
<<: never all be clearly underſtood, ali it is all fulfilled.“ 55 
(Vol. ue EEE 

It is ſafeſt and beſt, faithfully to adhere to the 
“ Words of Scripture, or to fair Deductions from 
« Scripture, (concerning the Millennium) and to reſt 
«£,, contented with the general Account, till Time 
, ſhall accompliſh and eclairciſe all the Particulars.” 


(P. 827: ) 


every 
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every / Seri Ke Doctrine is regularly tapght, 


and where alfo the Sacraments are duly ad- 
miniſtred : : Wheteas the greater Number 


; SY 
' That 1260 Years | is the Time limited for the Riſe iN 
; M and Fall of the Antichriſtian Tyranny, is, perhaps, £ 
indiſputable ;. but it is not ſo certain at what Time to 
fix its Riſe, and, conſequently, when to begin the Ca 
culation. Some have begun too ſoon, with the yery 
firſt Footſteps of Popery, and their Caleulations have 
been confuted by Facts. Others haye begun to reckon 
from the Vear 606, or. the Vear in which both Mo- 
hammed contrived his Impoſture and the Pope received 
his Supremacy ; While fome, more learned and inqui- 
ſitive Men, have deferred it until. the full ERabliſh- 
ment of this latter — which was about the Year 
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Fn to theſe Aan be 1 5 near the Fel 2 2000, or 
the 6oooth Year of the World. Now, the Method; its 
(in general) have taken up with the "former or more 
early” of thefe Calculations, and begin to count the 
1260 Days, or 42 Months, from 606, the Year 
wherein Phocas made the Grant of Supremacy to the 
Pope, and when he became Supreme in Spirituals, (if 
we are pleaſed to allow eit) though not in Temporali; 
and, conſequently, was not become an Horn, or ha 
received 2 Kingdom. I mention this, in order to aſk, 
Whether it is not a little extraordinary, that theſe 
People ſhould be perpetually threatening others, and : 
comforting themſelves, with the immediate Arrival of 
this important Era, when, according to even their 
n, Calculation, it will not happen until the Year 
1866, and conſequently, not till above an Hundred 
Years to come? Does not this ſavour a little too much 
of Arulice and F raud! 36 

of 
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lenariuns, lee Dupin s Hiftory of the 16th Century. 


ad 


14761 


of. Metbodifts are obliged to the Charity of 
our Church (and may (he. ever excel in 


Charity !) for their receiving of Sacraments ; 


and All of them, you ſee, add Doctrines 
of mere Imagination to the eaſy and. _ 
Truths of the Goſpel. 

It was St. Paul's F car Le by any 
Means, as the Serpent beguiled Eve through 
bis Subtilty, - % the Minds of Chriſtians | 


foould be corrupted from the Simpli city that 
is in Chrift Jeſus. (2 Cor. xi. 3.) 


12 4 Chilia/t of the laſt Century. were more exact 
and curious in their Calculations, but equally diſap- 
inted and hurt in their Expectations ; particularly 
zn the Year 1660: In which Year, inſtead of putting 
off (what they called) the Sactel th Condition, and — 
ginning to reien TUEMSELVES, Lo! The KVG was 
** to his Throne, and Peace and Joy to the Pub. 
c. 

« Mr. Bridge is not the Firſt that hath ſuborned 
« the Revelation to ſpeak on his Side, and witneſs to 
tc his Cauſe. There have been many before him, 
s who have aſſumed the Perſons of Prophets; and 


t prognoſticated their own Wiſhes would come to 


4c paſs, But the Event hath ſo evidently detected the 
* Fraud, and made the Forgery appear, that he is 
% very impudent, who gaes about to ſerve himſelf of 
„this old Trick ; and they prodigiouſly filly, who 
4c will ſtill be deluded by it.“ (See A Continuation of 
the Friendly Debate, from P. 64 to 79. Conſult allo 
P. 94, 95.— For the Miſchiefs 1 Abroad by Mil- 


It 


[ 79 ] 
It was the ſame Apoſtle's Caution—— 
to turn away from ſuch as creep into Houſes, 
and lead captive filly Women, laden with 
Sins, led away with divers Luſts, ever 
learning, and never able to come to the 
Knowledge of the Truth. (2 Tim. iii. 6, 7.) 
And it was alſo the ſame Apoſtle's Pro- 
phecy——The Time will come, when they 
will not endure ſound Doctrine; but after 
their own Lufts ſhall they heap to Themſelves 
Teachers, having itching Ears ; and they 
ſhall turn away their Ears from the Truth, 
and ſhall be turned unto Fables. (2 Tim, iv. 
3, 4.) 
There muſt be Herefes (lays. 8t. Paul ) 


among you, that they which are approved 


may be made manifeſt. In like manner (ſays 
Chriſt )—— I. muſt needs be that Offences 


come, but Wo to that Man by whom they 


come, (1 Gr. xi, 19, , XVill, 7.) 


1 am, 


"My Wy Friend, 


7 


. "Yours i in Sincerity, 


3 | Langar | | £ | 
Sept. 22, 1761. RIcRARD HaRDr, 


8 
* * G 1 
1 2 — 3 1 . 
2 > wa Q n n N 
3 1 * 


—— — — — 6 


— — A Og 


" 7 * * 5 . * 22 * 11 * 7 


| O mii 0 * i . _ 


FN Ye 5 * 5 : 8 \ LS 7 3% 1 . 4 


'Do not ſo much as Juggeſt, that there 

ate 7. Good People Among the 2 
tho. 1 think there are 209 many, be 
they FIG ſo few; and, for that' Reaſon, 
would not have You added 1 to the Number : : 
And accordingly, one Part of my preſent 
Labour is, to ſhew, that all the fi incerely 
Good need not, ought not, to continue with 
them. much leſs to 8⁰ "unto them. 


'F have known many (before theſe FOI 


good in Praclice, whoſe Theory Was ark 
naugbr; and more ſtiſ, bad in ' Pra#ice, 
whoſe Profz Non was gute right : You and 
I, nevertheleſs, are not to jcin, in a Falſhood, 
any more than to % an Evil, even though 
Good ſhould come of it. We muſt condemn 
the One Set of Theſe; and cannot approve 
of the Other. They are like the Two Sons 
in the Goſpel, Both to Blanie : But He 
that ſaid, I will xo work,. and afterwards 


repented and went, was better, we muſt 


_ confeſs, than He who ſaid, 7 go, Sir, and 
went not, (Matt, xxi. 28.) | 
SET. " | No 
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No Perſon can be 700 Gcod for the 
Church that is lied among us; neither 
can be, in any other, be more cure of 
hearing ſound Dedtrine: And he that will 
not ſubmit to an Bliabliſhment, until he can 


3 meet with One | that is in 41 Reſpetts Per- 


fect ; nor attend a Pulpit, until he ean-find 
a quite:ypofleſs and infallible Preacher, may 


have Leiſure enough upon his Hands to ge 


in ſearch of Utopia : But, poſſibly, he might 


as well continue at Home; for if he ſhould 


hit upon the Happy Ifland, He Himſelf 
might (perchance) be found tas vain and 


iti us for Inſtruction. Every Thing, as 


far as it partakes of Man, 7s, and will be, 
imperfe& The Clergy are of like Paſſions 
with other Men; and They who have moſt 


both of Urim and Thummim, have. ſtill this 


Treaſure: in only Earthen Ve ys (2 Cor, 
rg 


e been, in complying with the Terms 
of that Church, which, for the greater 
Security of Society, (to omit other Reaſons) 


is eſtabliſhed among us; as her Docttines, 


Articles, and Forms of Prayer, were not 
1171 | G the 
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' the Things complained of by the Firſt Se- 
* ceders; as there is ſo much Stability, In- 
ducement, and Prevalency, in Union and 
Love ou will; Ftruſt, conclude with 
me, that it is the Duty, at leaſt of her 


Own Members, to hold ane Com- 
munion with her. 

Nay, to ſhew- you Cirthee- how: open I 
am with you, I will not ſcruple to acknow- 
ledge; that the Firſt Metbodiſs, who had 
Clergy for their Leaders, before they be- 
came too Vain and extravagant” for Truth, 


were of Service to the Church, in Teo 


Reſpects, however; (namely) Fitſt, in 


guictening the more Lukewarm and Le- 


thargic among the People, by their well - 
timed and paſſionate Zeal and Adareſcs 


and, Secondly, by introducing a kind of 


Neceſſily upon Divines, to make ſome 
Abatement in their Defences of Chriſtianity, 
and to-turn znto; to dwell and inſiſt more 
frequently and particularly upon the Doc- 
trines of it + On the healing, enlivening, 
and enlightning Articles of Faith; Which 
is a Matter net only more 1ſeſul in itſelf, 
and to be preferred” as Peace is to War, 
1 = but 


= but likewiſe more withiti the Reach and '2 
\ Capacity of common Congregations; and 9 
1 by far more ſuſceptible of that juſt, yet 
Worm and awakening Eloquence, which 1 
| is fo becoming in the Teachers of ever | 
RA. intereſting Truths, | 4 
1 To condemn the Clergy ths the Minis 3 

| ters of any Denomination amongſt | us, 

J who, on this Occaſion, joined Ferces with 
SE them) for their late noble Defences of 
E _ Chriſtianity, and againſt an Enemy that 
[i would ſtick at Nothing; for clearing up, 
11 in many learned and laboured Diſcourſes, 

\ both from the Preſs and Pulpit, the Exter- 
1 nal Evidences of Prophecy, Miracles, and 

3 - other Divine Atteſtations; and for re- 
moving the reproachfol and malicious 
Objection againſt its Iaternal Evidence, 
(namely) that it taught not Good Works, 
Righteouſneſs of Life, or Moral Recki- 
tude; and conſequently; that it could nei. 

ther come from God, nor be of much e 

dier to Men: Though this Labour, which" 
wanted not Zeal; might, in ſome Meaſute,' : 
divert them from other Parts of Duty, 17 1 | 
a Ke ; yet the Labour itſelf was abſo- ; 
G 2 lutely | 
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Tor neceſſary, and, with God's Bleffing, 


has made many rational, of before only im- 
plicit. Chriſtians; and who might other 
wile have ſallen an eaſy Prey to the Enemy. 


Condemn not, therefore, ye. Meibodiſis and 


Moravians, in haſte; and here ſome- 
what, atleaſt; of Praiſe is due: Seize not 
every accidental Advantage, eſpecially 
againſt a gips · takiog and Common Friend: 
But learn tather a Caution gt that as the 
Ciergy loſt the Pꝗſſions of Men, by applying 
a.inolt, ſolely to their Reaſon ; ſo ye may 


not loſe their Reaſon, by en ano. 
folely. to their, Paſfuns. 1 


bg Xx” + Ws 5 TELE 


Lou would, my. Pariſhioner et F dend. 


1 no extraordinary Opinion of That 
Man, who ſhould long and loudly upbraid 


a Military Corps, (ſuppoſe: the Preſent Mi- 
ktia) becauſe that, in Time of more alarm 


ing and imminent Danger, it did not 0 


aſſiduouſly attend. to the generally more ne- 
ceſſary, and ever more eligible Points of 
Peace: And it would double your Offence, 
if, the Mar ceaſing, and the Victots actually 


cultivating! the very Thin gs. required, the 
Wen ſhould not 69 N of 
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It fared i nbt Thus with the Clergy of the 
Laſt Century, either | durrr g thei 7 Conte 


woſth, , or after their kT over, Enthu- 
fiafm and Superſtition ; though” they were 


employed in a Buſineſs not more important, 


yet equally interrupting.” May neither 0 
the ſame Enemies ever give Occaſion again 
to like Interruptions, or be the Cau ſes f 
thoſe very Tnconveniences,” of which they 


are To feach to complain Nom ed Je bat 


| Upon the Whole. A8 375 the above. 
mentioned Ends are anſwered, (namely) 


that the drowſy and more ignorant Claſs of 
Men are awakened, and ſeek for Inſtruction; 


and as their appointed Miniſters are not 
only more at Leifure and Liberty, but ac- 


| tually engaged in their Service, and ſpeak 
every Day more and more particularly to 


the Doctrines, in which the newly awakened 
are, as yet, greatly at a Loſs, and of which 
they ought to have the moſt difizn# and 


clear Knowledge; as both theſe Ends, 1 


ſay, are anſwered ; and as theſe Aims are, 
profeſſedly, the only Apology of the Methodzf 


Clergy for /o far ſeparating from us 


ei reſent Duty, in the Opinion of the 


— 
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woſt charitable, is,” to cla the (as y et, 
they hope, not irreparable) Schiſm. 

And This is the more requiſite, becauſe 
* 15 certainly. the 69%, and, poſlibly, the 

any Amends they can make to Religion, 
for ſetting up, or, at leaſt, for occaſioning 
and conniving at, Lay-Teachers ; who are 
wildly running into Antinomianiſm; the 
worſt and groſſeſt of all Hereſies in Itſelf, 
and of the moſt dangerous and DO 


Conſequences to the Þ We 
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Th FIRST. PART. 


* 


CONCERNING 


The Mean, of Convention! 9 


IF > ns (cop into the New 5 for 


F343 220 


c Oßerations of the 1 05 Fe Cod. 
The (on hr of St. Pau Was, in the 


ſtricteſt Senſe, ' Miraculous. ( Acls ix, 1 to 
18.---xxii. 6 to 24.) We cannot wonder 
that He ſhould be pointed out to the Church 


in an Extraordinary Manner, who was to. 


* 


become, from a Perſecutor of Chriſt, bis 


greek Apoſtle to the Gentiles, And Common 
ans, or Chriſtians at large, have n no 
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more Reaſon to expect their Own Converſicn 
to be of This Sort, than they have Reaſon 
to dje themſelves, becauſe they partake | 
not, of the Extraordinary Powers apd Pri- 
vieges | romifed on to the Apoſtles and 
Firſt Preachers of the Goſpel——(namely) 
Theſe-$igns ſhall follow them that beleve : 
In my Name ſhall they caſt out Dew ; they 
ſhall ſpeak with New Tongues ; they ſhall 
take up Serpents; and if they drink any 
deadly Thing, it Hall not burt them; tbey 
Hall lay Hands on the Sick, and they Mall 
recover. (Mark xvi. 17, 18.) [f]. 


Ne 


The Bent (and, indeed, the only other} 
Miracy lous \Conrver/ on we 5 of in the 
| New eſtament, (that is, after | our Sar, 
tours  Aﬀcerſio Gon, ad when the Church on 
Earth” was left to the more particular Guid- 

ance and Government of the Holy 1287 
18 that of the Gabler of Philippt ; f 5 there 
was much le leſs c of Miracle in this Caſe than 


[/] I need not fay how admirab) Lord Lyttelton. 
1 prog upon ? 1 Converſe an and apoſtle hip of Sr. 

au 

The Deſcent 25 the Holy Ghoſt, on. the. Day 8 
Pentecoſt, (As ii.) does not come within the Com- 
paſs of this Enquiry ; becauſe the Apoſtles were con: 
werted BE . that aa 1 only then regius mi: 
eu! ert. 1 ; 


5 8 * 


„ 
* 


1 89 J | 
in the "Former. The” Earthquake v was {ne 
5 chiefly to deliver Pau] and Silas from 
5 and the Converſion of the Gaoler 
and his Family was rather an happy Effeck 
of this uncommon Providence, than a Mi- 
racle in Itſelf. He and his Houſe were 
| thoroughly diſpoſed, (God's Grace and their 
own well-placed Pears, concurring), to hear 
the two Apoſtles, when they ſpake to HiM 
the Word of the Lord, and to ALL that Were 
IN His HOUSE. (Add. XVi, 2 5, &c.) 3 
Now, Miraculous, Converſions are fil, 
we reagily acknowledge, poſſible ;| but, 
no means probable : For God ſeldom, if 
ever, makes uſe of Extraordinary Means, 
when Orginary Ones may do. They, who 
think otherwiſe, would. do well to give us 
ſome Inſtances from Scripture. 
The Converſion of Common Chriftians 
ought, therefore, only to be expected by 
the Common Meaſures of Grace; and, I 
fear, that the waiting for a Miracle is no 
other than tempting God: It is ſo like ſay- 
ing, with the People at Maſſab——ls the 
Lord among us, or not? (Exod. xvii. 7.) 
And I will now undertake to ſhew, 
from the remaini ng Inſtances of Conver fron | 
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in the New Tebament, that This has, inva- 
riably, been the Caſe; and that the Great 
Thing that recommended Fewiſh and Gen- 


tile Converts to farther Communications of 


Grace was—— Their * or Diſpeſtion 
to Eno and to pleaſe God 

The i nd never ſo N * it 
Merb, as not to be under the Direction of 
the beſt, the wileſt, and moſt powerful 
Being: And Grace (that is, Sandiifying 
Grace; or that which fo influences the 
Will and Affections as to make our Obe- 


dience eaſy and pleaſant to Ourſelves, and 


acceptable to God in Chriſt) is a Pearl of 


too great Price to be caſt before Swine ; to 


be thrown. away upon either the Regard- 
leſs, or the. Ungrateful. No! We muſt, 
earneſtly aſe for This, (the higheſt of Ordi- 


nary Gifts in Prayer, before it be given us; 


We muſt humbly ſeek This, in Divine Ap- 
fointments, before we find it; We muſt 
knock at the Strait Gate, or at the Door of 


Salvation, and, with, a proper Share 8 
Faith and Hope, be ſolicitous to enter, be. 


fore_it be opened unto us. ( Matt. vii. 7 


14) 
| While 


[92] 


- While I run over ihe remaining Inflances ti 
of Converſion, yqu will keep a more parti- 


cular Eye upon the PHP. of the Per- 


ſons converted. 


Mary Magdalene Was all RAI gt. 
25 refined FRIENDSHIP and Love ; St. 


aul, SINCERITY and ZzAL. ' Nicodemus 
came by Night, ACKNOWLEDGING the 
Power of God i in Chriſt. Nathanael had 


N GUILE. The Centurion was WORTHY, 
and, BUILT 4 SYNAGOGUE. Mary CHOSE 


the, geod Part. The Penitent . bief con- 
demned HIMSELF , and RELIEVED oc 
TRUSTED in the Great Shepberd, even 
when the Sword was awakened againſt bim, 


and the Sheep were, in Fact, ſcatt ered, 


(Zech. xiii. 7.) Zaccheus $0UGUT to ſee 
Jeſus, JOYFULLY received Him into bis 


Heuſe, and offered, voLUNTARILY, to 
make ResT1TUTION. (Luke xix. 3, 6. 7.) 


The Man who was blind from bis Birth, 
and came ſeeing from the Pog/ of Siloam, 
$INNED NOT, nor bis Parents, fo far (at 


leaſt) as to provoke God's Tudgments, 
(Fobn . 4; 38.) The Three Tboufand 


Souls, which were added unto the Apoſtles, 


on thei faſt Preaghing, GLANLY received 


God's 
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Gods Ward.” Is Acls i. 41. : ba The Eunuch 
HAD been at Jeruſalem to wor ſhip, and 
WAS reading the Scriptures, ao hen the Spirit 
Jaid unto Philip, Go join thyſelf to his Cha- 
riot. ( Abts viii, 28, 29.) The People © of „ 
Samaria, with one þ Eb gave HEED unto 
thoſe Things which Philip Hale; and there 
qwas great Joy. in that City. . * ( Adds viii. 6, 
8.) Cornelius was a DEVOUT Man, one 
that FEARED God, with all his Houſe, and 
gave much AL bis to the Poor, ere St. Peter * 
was ſent. to inform him what be ought ſtill 
farther fo . (As x.) Sergius Paulus 
was a PRUDENT (a thinking) Man: He 
_ called for Barnabas and Saul, and DESIRED 
ta bear the Word of God. 7 Aﬀts xiii, 5 ) 
In like Manner, Lydia was a WoRrbHIPPER 
of God, before the Lard opened ber Heart, 
that is, farther 4; iſpeſed her, 70 atteng to the 
Things which were ſpoken by Paul. = Acts 
xvi. 14.) Some believed at 7. bo ſelonice, 
and alſo conforted with Paul and Silas; ---= 
of DEvouT Greeks a great "Multitule, "and. — * 
. of the chirr (or more excellent) Wemen 
not 4 Few. (Acts xvii. 4.) The People 
of Berœa were more NOBLE, than thoſe of 
Theſſalonica, in that they received the m—_— 
wit 


„ 

with al, RE ADN ESS of Mind, and SEARCHED; 
the Scriptures. daily, whether thoſe Things 
were ſo : —— Therefore, (ſays St. Luke) 
many of them believed. (Ver, 11, 12.) 
Diony/ius, Damaris, and ſome others, were 
converted at Athens, by yielding ſerious. 
ATTENTION to the Preaching of St. Paul 
Which had ze. Efe& (and no Wonder) 
on the Mockers. at the Reſurrection of the. 
Dead, and on Others, who ſaid, Me wvill 
hear thee again of this Matter but had, 
probably, no ſuch Intention. (Acts xvii. 
32, 34.) Juſtus was pne that woRSHIPPED-. 
God, before St. Paul entered into his 

Houſe: + And all that we know of Criſpus, 
previous to his Converſion, i is, that he was 
a RULER of the Synagogue * (We hope no 


Objection.) (Ads xviii. 7, 8. 


'The Myriads of Jews that believed, were 


all zxalous of the Law. ( Afs xxi. 20.) 


St. Paul could aſſure the Theſſalonians, that 


they were elected of God not only. by. 
the Miracles, which be was enabled to do 
among them, but alſo by the Effects of his 


Preaching their Work of Faith, their 
LABOUR of Love, and their PATIENCE. of 


A in our Lord Jeſus Chrift.. (1 Wel 
Wa i. 3. 
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i. 3, 4, 5. Compare Mark ix. 24, with 
Matt. xvii. 20.) Oneſimus was converted, 
1 probably, by the Convers&Tion of St. 
Paul in Priſon, and became a Faithful and 
belrved Brother,” Gaius and Demetrius were 
alſo Converts to Cbriſt; and yet we find St. 
. John, ſome Years" after their Converfion, 
rejoicing to hear, that the one Walked in 
the Truth, and that the other had: 4 Col 
Report of al Men. (Phil. *. 3. Job fl. 
12.) Fl 
Nor, from At theſe faflbaee eats 0 
gethin, it very plainky appears, that the 
Common or Ordinary Meaſures of Grace are 
an to be expected in the York of our 
Cunderſſum; that This is the "Aſi, if not 
chriſtians Mariner of it among Chriſniant; 
and moreover, that God if Aw 6h 
the Wk ſpifed: or, of Thoſe who” alli 
git ſick dn. (Heb: xi. 6.) For unte 
CC 3s Bios thi Myſteries of tht 
Winde of Bonn and r to Others, who 
ate contra Pi UNpoſed : Fir <obeſtrory hark. 
th Bim alle he ien, and h ſhall hub nb 
Ainndanct; 1 te bo ſte ver halb N, thite 
iS} made Teprovernent, by prying g due At= 
| _ from bim fall be talen ak eben 
SEO That 


6% 5 
Wat which he appeareth to have. (lee. 
ii r 2. Lake vii. 18. 

80 far is that Doctrine of theirs: from 
being true (via.) That we are en- 
4 tirely paſſive in the Labour of our Second 
< Regeneration, or in the Work of Con- 


* verſion; that it is a Miracle; and that 


Nothing which we can do, will recom- 
mend us to Divine Grace or Favour | ! 


| 8 2 Tim. ii. 2 1, 26. ane iv. 


8, Sc.) [] e 

ſz] Judas was the enly one of the Apoſiles, who 
was of a bad Diſpoſition, and was chofen into the 
Apoſtolate for no other Reaſon, (ſo far as we can ſee) 
but that, by his then quite incurable Covetouſneſs, he 
might bring about Chriſt's Death in the Mumer fore- 
told, and without having the Inter poſttion of Provi- 
dence either too ſoon or too apenly appear: And as Jada 
was the only Ore of the Twelve that was of a bad 


Diſpoſition, ſo he was the only one of them that was 


nat converted. (Compare the Note on Judas, Page 16. 
See alſo John vi. 70.—xiiii 18, 27.) Felix was not 


converted, though he ſeut for St, Paui, aud heard him 


concerning the Faith in Chrift, nay, arid was made even 
to tremble by his Priſoner: The Reaſon is aſſigned— 
ſped that Money ſhould have been given him of Paul; that” 
% might looſe him: wherefore, he ſent ſor him the ener, 
and cimmunad with him, (delt xxiv. 24, He.) Agrippa 
{the almoſt Chriftian) would, probably, Have been 37. 
Together perſuaded, had not his Pride, or che Appreben- 
fon of his being eſteemed weat and unftendy; led him, 
on ſuddem 'to Orea up the Andy, 44 Hed t. A 
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The Notion of inſlantancous Converfion, 
or, that Fa:th and Grace come irreſiſtibiy, 
and in the ſame Moment, may farther be 


«Notwithſtanding the Caution of Mr. Elliot to his 
« Flock, that they ſhould take heed. not to aim at 
« making themſelves w:rthy, but ſhould rome Lefore 
« Chriſt in all their Sin and Shame, yet it was our 
« Saviour's particular Direction to the Apoſtles, whom 
«< he ſent forth to preach the Goſpel, that they ſhould 
< enquire in every City, who were worthy, and that 
4e it was made an Exception to ſome, who were called, 
<< that they were not worthy ; by which Expreſſions, L 
<« well know, (ſays the very ingenious Author of Let- 
„ ters to Mr. Berridge) that Faith in Chriſt's divine 
<< Character, and a Diſpoſition to liſten to the Means 
« of Inſtruction he afforded, are, in the firſt Place, to 
cc be- underſtood; yet 1 likewiſe apprebend, that a 
< proper Temper of Mind to act ſuitably to that In- 
<< ſtruction, and to conform to the preceptive Parts of 
« his Doctrine, is alſo included under the Notion of 
e HWorthineſs. Notwithſtanding the ſtrong Aſſurances 
i which this new Preacher gives, that every one, who 
< comes, will be favourably received, yet we find, that 
< he who came to the Marriage Feaſt, without baving 
it on a Wedding Garment, was lent out with Ignominy. 
It is implied, that this Man was a Believer, as he 
ec accepted the Invitation, and attended the Solemnity; "0 
te but he was not furniſhed with that eſſential Qualifi- 
<« cation for coming thither as he ought, a Diſpoſition 
« duly prepared, and ſuitable to the Occaſion : He, 
<« probably, was unwilling to put on Chriſt, or to clathe. 
« himſelf with thoſe: Virtues, which were then, and 
« and ever will be, neceſſary to make one of his true 
c and faithful Followers.“ (See p. 59. of the Prin- 
ciples and Practices of the Methodiſis confiderad, in * 
* to the Leader: 2 that Sedt.) 
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eonfuted by this Conſideration:— That 
the Apoſtles Themſelves were not converted 
on a adden, — you were a on- a 


n N | 

The Heavenly mae; e A 
Prejudices in the the moſt kind and genile 
Manner, and fed them with Trath, as they 


D © were able to beur it. At their Firſt Hear- 


ig. they were only ſloniſded at his Doc- 
trine; and the more on this Account, that 
be taught them as one having Authority 
Mark i. 22. — and which muſt, in 


Courſe, not only awaken, but fix their Ar- 


„ 


tention. Notwithſtanding which, St. Peter 


0 had followed our Saviour above Three 


Vears, before he received this Direction 
and Exhortation from him, -- -WRHEN Thou 


art coxvxxrrp, flrengthen' thy Brethren. 
Luke xxii. 32.) And it was not until 


after the Reſurrection, that he opened their 


© Underftandings, that they might fully com- 
2w rale the ws (Tale xxiv. 45. ) 


bt 


l Narben, in | that ſhore, 7 et Muſtrious Teer 
which he gives us of Jeſus beep ſays, „ that he was 
a Teacher of ſuc A d as receive the Truth with 
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Ae wud Bab be 3 for 


a Purpoſe, - Prophecies were uttered, 
Miracles wrought; and Arguments made 


uſe of by Propbets and Apoſtles; and given 


to Mankind in general by the Spirit of God : 


y 'The Mill alſo muſt -be;:nchned, —— which 
i 4 Secret Gift of the ſame Spirit, and 
afforded to Thoſe only, (in any very guick- 
ening Degree) who both attend and ſalmit 
: to the:Evigence,) vi iv will W 


Mas 8 \ 
al There are various -Degrees . of 


Grace: 


Some reaching the Underlanding alone. 
ſeſtening (at one Time or other) gur Pre- 


NJudices againſt Religion, and: quichening our 


10 Attention: to its Evidence and theſe 


Airſt and loweſt Degrees are: very generally 
allowed (by the Comparers of Scripture 


with Reaſon and Experience): to be offered 


to All, and that. even wilhout their Mon 
At abet (ſee Rev. iii. 20.) and from Which 
(Ki we love Darkneſs. ratberuthun Ligbt) we 
tnrn away at our Peril. In a State of 
Trial, and eſpecially under Covenant, it is 


requiſite; that all neceſſary Truths Mould be 


placed before us, as they in Fact are in the 


N Seriptures; and; that, at leaſt, a low De- 


gree of Grace (ſuppoſe only an Inclination 
5 = 


8 
> 


to Prüch rather than Error) ſhould; be af- 
.'forded. us: And ſuch a Degree, I truſt, 
no Man will ſay he hag not received. But 
it is as tequiſite al fo to ſuch, a State, that 
berty of r ithier to the Night, Hand. 
pe to tbe Det: And if we make a Hale 


une Hould have out Cbaicr, and be at Li- 


Open, and pert ind it, we mays ete logg, 


be göſtly teyt to Ourfelves; and, Hot im- 
us W Uncleunneſi, even t Greeg:ne(s. 
Rut che Higber Degteesof Gract r ſuch 
21 a5 ecbeumto, and hadbitually rengt hen the 


mill and fetd ian are only to he pected | 
by F ho vare wel- diſpoſed, o have 


amade d gοο Ve of the fit Texders'rg, And 
yy ho, bfor the Future, ſerb God in his Or- 
anch and conſcientiouſſy endas vrur to 


Avbey his Precept. And: This iaithe plain 


Ndnpört ef thoſe Warnings of. Gang, (guſt 
nebtiontd) Tate hredAuute e. 


28 For whoſoever hut 10 6. heard to Furpoſe, 
e hint pall be. given, and be ſhall h. note 
e Abhrtatce/p and uhο]ε ] athuiet ſo hend, 
um Im Mall be taken: owayy eve that he 
0f:þatþ9\Inilike-mannet, in: the Raueleen . 
Ee lim that 46 atbinſt, come t and meloſoęver 


H 2 WILL, 


1 
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ILL, (or is willing and deſirous, ? be 
let bim fake” 5.4 the Water of 1 freeh. 
(xxii. 17. mpare xxi. 6.) 


n to what has been ** dove," £ 


it was ever, we find, St. Paul's Rule, in 
converting to the Faith———to expound and 
 tefify the Kingdom of God, perſuading Men 


concerning Jeſus, both out of tbe Law of 


Moſes, and out of the Prophets, from Morning 
until Evening. ( Acls xxviii. 23.7 


From the Whole, we conclude, ——that 


if the Uſe of the lie Means will not con- 
vert Us, We ſhall not be converted. If 
52 we receive not ſufficient Degrees of Grace 
dy bearing, reading, and ſeriouſly contem- 
plating God's Word; by Prayer and 
Watchfulneſs, by Repentance and Faith, 
and by partaking of Sacraments, (which 
Sacraments were ordained for ' the Waſhing 

' of Regeneration, and the Renewing of the 


Holy "Ghoſt )-——=We muſt not A ea a 
Miracle to cure our Obſtinacy, but may as 


deſervedly periſb, as the Man, who from 


Day to Day refuſes to cat, even when his 


* 


beft Friend perſuades; and Food, which 


will both bea and ftrengthen,' is O_o him. 


the 5 a Lr of 8 
| Tet. 


fond: 


Pla 1. 23. evil. 9, 43. Matt. \ v. 6. — 
vii. 6, 7. e vil. 17, 37. Epbeſ: vi. 


Sov 15). 


Tas SECOND PART 
0 THE. 


AP PE N D 1 X. 


e e ee N. 5 
The Imputation of RiguTEOUSNESS, = 


vines, upon the Impytation of Right- 


Phraſe) have bad much Controverſy... 


The Imputation of the Perſonal Right- 


eouſneſs of- Cbriſt to Believers is called New 
Divinity by Dr. William Sherlock, in bis 
Controverſy with Dr. Jahn Owen, Mr. 


Ferguſon, . and Others, about the Year 
1674. He frankly tells his Opponents, . 
that this Doctrine is the Foundation and 
Support of thoſe Antinomian Tenets, which 


H 3 had 


 eouſneſs, (as it ſtands in Scripture 
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had been more openly taught and maintain- [ 
ed by Dr. Criſp. and \Mr:'Saltmarſh.-** This \ 
« (ſays He) is a very comfortable Notion 
„ for bad Men, and ſuch as I would not + 
«part with for- all the World did- I- re- | 
«© ſolve to live wickedly, and yet intend 
"T0 ger to Heaven?” See pi 1644 of 4 
Diſcourſe concerning the Knowledge of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and our Union and Communion with 
Hin, &cy by William Sherlock, Rector 0 c 
Sk. George 8, 2 ndon ;* and his . a 
Continuation of the Diſcourſe. ) F 

Some few: Indifunuents (about Twenty 
Years after) were raiſing again the Antino- 
mian Tenets,—— as if Men, By believing _ 
in Chriſt, were ſo united to — that his - | > 
Righteouſneſs became theirs : But a ſuſß⸗ 
cient Check was gien to thee) by many 
ether Difſenters,. who” better faw*the Conſe- 
quentes of ſuch a Doarine. (edge . 
dal's Continuation, Vol. III. p. 58 b.) 

Biſhop Beveridge | is at the Head of Thos 
who teach, that. the Aeclive Ri Uteoüſmeſs, 
or "Obedience. f Chrift to the Barr WW che 
Thing imputed” to the Faithful for Tues; 


FO. _ ; 8 


n 1 Kutmon! we. Nod: 1wW 5 Pe. | 
E 8 : f . 
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Dr. Whitb wrote 2: him, and 
ſhewed the weak Foundation, the Novelty, 


and ill Conſequences of doch a Doctrine: 
And then taught; that it is the Paſſive / 


Righteouſneſs of Chriſt; what he ſuffered, 


or his Obediente unto Death; that is imputed ; 
to the rut Believer. (See his + Derſcourſe 
concerning Imputation, in bis Paraphraſe on 


tbe New Teftament, Vol. II. p. 217.) 


Profeſſor Limborch (a ator Divine f 
abroad) very elearly proves, that it is our 
own Faith, that is imputed to us for Preſent 


Righttoufrtf or Jufefcation, upon our in- 
cere Repentance, or turning again unto Gad: 


And not either the A#ive'or Paſius Right- 


coulneſs of Chrift. Juſtitia, que abet im 


pututur, unn oft Chriſti juſtitia, nuſquam enim 


Seripturu docet, Cbriſti Juſtitiam nobis im- 


putari; Y fed tantum, dem nobis imputari in 
juſtitiam, et quidemn propter Cbriſtum. Adeo, 
ut ineßti it illi, qui acriter hic digladian. 
tur, an fola Chriſti juſtitia paſſſoa; an verd: 
ellam ackiva, nobis imputetur, cum de ed 
Selipiuru ne verbiim gui den 9 (Theal. 
Cv, L. vi. c. K. 8078.) I 997 
"*Biſhop® Ball and Pr. Waterland' lee 
wrote ſo in cbmparably upon the Doctrine 
wa, 8 240 Win Fig * "HQ 0 NN af 
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of Fuſeification the former in Latin, A. D. 
1609; the Latter in Engliſb, about Twenty 
Years ago. | Biſhop: Bull's Tracts are in- 
tituled Harmonia Apoſtolica, Examen Cen- 


fare, et Apolegia pro Harmonia; and Dr. 


Waterland's Treatiſe is called 4 ſummary 
View of the Doctrine of Tufts Meation. 1 

If we carefully conſult and compare the 
Generality of our beſt Divines, we ſhall 
find them teaching Tao Iaputatians, and 
bath well founded in the Words and true 
Senſe of - Scripture. - Firſt, Our Faith 


or Truſt in Chriſt's Atonement 1s menge ta 


us, on our earneſt Repentance, for Juſtiſca- 
tion: And, Secondly, a Incere and Chri- 


[tian Obedience sHALL BE imputed to the 


Faithful for Righteouſneſs, or in the Place, 
of a perfect and unjinning Obedience, far. 
the Merits and tbrough the Mediation of 


Jeſus Cbriſt.— The Former very evidently 


relates to our Preſent Pardon, and the 
Latter to aur Future Acceptance ; and may 
be called, by way of Diſtinction and Emi- 
nence, our Firſt and Final, Juſtifications. 


Or, if we chuſe to confideritheſe Imputa- 


tions negatively.— 


the Firſt. is the Non: 


luputation of paſt and repented 81 Ns; and 
the 


CODE 


the Other the Non-Imputation of our {till 
remaining INFIRMITIESs. By the Former 
God forgives our wilful Sins, and by the 


Latter covers the Defects of our bet Actions. 


„ There is no Man free (ſays Dr. Water- 
% land) from theſe flighter Sins, called 


cc Sins of Infirmity ; 3 and if God ſhould be | 
© extreme to mark them, and to' impute 
7 them to us, no Fleſh could be ſaved.” ; 


(Sermons, Vol. I. p. 238.) 


And to ſhew that the To Imputations 
are founded in the true Senſe of - Scripture, * 
it muſt be obſerved, that the Word A,. 
ou. ( Righteouſneſs ) has Two Senſes, parti- 


cularly-i in St. Paul's Epiſtles ; ; the One we 
call its general, the Other its appropriated 
Senſe, Its general Senſe includes Juſtice, 


Virtue, and Holineſs, and is with great Pro- + 
priety tranſlated Righteouſneſs : And This 
is the Duty of Man; the Rule by which he 
is to walk, and the Rule alſo by which he 
is to be zudged. To This St. Paul ſpeaks, c 
where he ſays, The Fruit of the Spirit is in 
all Goodneſs, and RicuTEouSNEss, and 
T; Truth ;, St. Jobn, where he affirms, Who- 


Heuer doth not RiGuTEousNEss is not of 


God; our Sawjour, where he cautions, 


Except 


L 206 J 


Except your RicurzoveNt ESS ſhall exceed . 
tbe R1iGHTEOUSNESS of Zbe Scribes and Pha- 


refees, ye. ſboll i in no caſe enter into the King- 


dom of Heaven; and the Church, where ſhe © 


_ prays, that, ape. may walk before. God i 11 Holi- | 
neſs and RiGuTrougness all cur Days. 
(Ebb, v. 9. 1 Job iii. 10. Matt. v. 20, 
This 15. — general Senſe of the Word. . 
Xa10Tu}1, , or Righteouſr neſs ; J but its appro- 
priated Senſe 1 is quite a different and diſtinct 
Thing; it ſignifies God's Method of par den- 
ing Sinners, and, of receiving them again + 
into his Favour ;, and would, .conſequently, | 
haye been far better trand] id by the. Word 
"Juſtification. Auna] , 0 ays Mr, 1 5 4 
Garde) may as well be tranflated Jul 22 
lian as "Righteouſneſs. .. (Cee The. Summary. 
View; p.:5.)T To give an Example or 
Two, in the more difficult Verſes. iſ 
ſhould n; not have been tranſlated, 1 R ler- 
EOUSNESS came by, the. Law, then Chrift ; 16 
dead in vain: but V JUSTIFICATION, 
or Pardon of Sin, came .by the. Law, then 
Cbriſi 15, dead, in vain, i. e. He e eeded not. 
to. have died, or. been, ſacrificed, for: Sine. 
(Gal. ii. 21.) 80 again (Rom. x. 300 They 
(has. 16 wr Jeb) veing, ignorant, (not of 
God's 


L107 


Ged's Righteouſneſs; for that They all wel! 
knew, but) of God's Method of Fuſtiſſcation, 
- and going about 10 eſtabliſh«their own Right- . 
cauſueſs, or their own Method of Juſtification 
by ſtrict Obedience, or by, pleading Nor 
GUILTY, have not ſulmitted themſelves unto. 


tbe. Righteoufuſi, or-Method f Fuftification, 


aich ig , God; which is by, Repentance | 
Howards God, (which Repentance implies 
our S2j-Gonvit#ron and Acknowledgment of 
Guilt )*and Faith towards our Lord, Jeſus 
ii This Diſtinction between Juſti- 
featiom and Righteouſneſs, or the general 
and1 appropriated Senſes of the Word Apaau- 
o confirms the Dacrine of the, Tu 
Inipututions; ' ſufficiently, guards | againſt 
Miſtakes;;. and takes en. real: eee 3 
of Controverſ. 
__ -Notwithftanding which, ame N wy 
our Brethren ſtill follow Biſhop Beveridge: 
And many Methodiſts of late, do not only 


hold the Premiſes, but allow the Conſe- : 


quences alſo, which that learned and pious: 
n oxpeeſly denied; not conſidering, 


tbat we may. make, ee, 175 e. 
en wil make: a ph es Meth 


F A W 1 
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The * charged upon the 1 ; 
trine are ſuch as Theſe If Chriſt, by 
fulfilling the Law, has done all for 186, 
then we need do Nothing for Ourſelves ; 
if His Obedience be Ours, we have Occa- 
fion for no other ; by Faith, or (to ſpeak in 
their own I. anguage) by the apprebending 
and appropriating Act of Belief, we may 
be as Righteous as Chriſt himſelf We 
ought not to pray for the Forgiveneſs of our 
Sins, becauſe! Prayer ſuppoſes Fear and 
Doubt, and to doubt (according to ſome) is 
Damnation; and that the Church of Eng- 
land muſt be particularly wrong in praying. 
(although in the Words of Solomon) that 
God will incline our Hearts to keep thoſe 
Commandments, which Chriſt himſelf has 
kept for us, (not for our Sakes, but in our 
Stead.) Nay, ſome of our Lay-Teachers 
have gone ſo far as to ſay, (with Mr. Wat- 
n of old, that neither Sin nor Satan 
* ean diſſolve our Union with Chriſt.” 
(See Dr. Sherlock's Defence, p. 438.) 

No, all This is horrid and blaſphe- | 
mous, too weak and too wicked, to need 
a long and laboured Confutation; and ſome 
pious Divines, who had fallen into this 

Error, 


31 
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| Error, now ſtand afrighted to ſee the. 
N Lengths that are run in it. 


The true Antinomians (who wilt main- 


tain, an Hypotheſis in ſpite of all Conſe- 


quences) are not. contented with teaching, 


that Chriſt has taken upon "Hicnfelf | the 
2 Guilt and Puniſhment of the Sins of truly 
Pbenitent Believers, but roundly inſiſt. upon 
it, that the very Sins and Iniquities of the 
F Ele are laid upon Chriſt, becauſe he ſtands 
ſo in our Stead, as to become juſt what we 
were. Haſt thou (ſays Dr.,Criſp) been 
« an Idolater? Haſt thou been 4 Blaſphe- 


© mer? Haſt thou been a Murderer,, an 


Adulterer, a Thief, a Liar, a 1 
c &c, If thou haſt a Part in the Lord 


> bo ———— 


Chriſt, all theſe T ranſgreſſions of thine 


3 become actually the Tranſteffions of 
« Chriſt, and ſo ceaſe to be thine, and 
<« thou ceaſeſt to be the Tranſgreflor, from 


« that Time they. were laid upon Chriſt, 


e to the laſt Hour of thy Life.” Chriſt 
1 himſelf is not fo. completely righteous, 
ee bat we are righteous as he was; Hor we 

_ « fo completely finful, but he became, 

7 ng made Sin, as completely ſinful as 


« 80 that here ig direct cl 


N ie tt AAR er ere 24 


n 3 
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by Ghrift el our *Perfoiis, ad" Cob, 
4 on ang. {tands 1 in our ſtead, We take Thrift's 
3 ren, and Con ide, and afld-in his 
| . 6 ſtea What the Lord behs d'Ebtift to 
ey e 1 8. behalds the MeriBere? of 
4 Chr * What the Lot {tbeholds 
: K* t e Members « of Chriſt to 17 00 Uthem⸗ | 
„ ſeles, that he beholds Chick pitnfelf 
4 10 Me 1 e . ee riſt 1. 6 80 
Vol I. 1 70 8 89. or r. Sh#rRc#'$ 

=o pi 470.) =p may be uſeful [ih this 
en Ag 

„ bold, 11 950 bla pbemins Serbiens of the 
„Middle of the. aft Confuſed Cehtht y ſeem 
to be coming. into Fathion ' ald, ere to 
* ih « that 'the.DoArine of. of Juſti- 


* Hieation, by our F th i in the See 8 


wake Chriſt, ſu ppoſes * no NS or 
on "Transferring ; 'of, Gi 11 6 2 from 
9 one Perſon. to "another, © "O48 does 
. not become Chr Sin, by bis bnger- 
3 taking the Work of our Neben; 
No. + fer is bis Righteouſheſs Tuppoſed to 
= 4. be our Righteoulneſs,. Each' Petfon, re- 
| 15 tains his proper and effential Character 3 
* Chriſt. ciphteous and We Sintiers. But 
the Caſe is 18, that He tho ' rightedbs, con- 
« deſcended 


2 


N 11 1 


. NEE A f our Take 24 BRN e . 
55 4 11 ND » 3 
a ME a. Sinnet and 

„ Signets, are Uher IM le 

„ Ng as I "We, wete f Fi ighteous,- 8 

- 40 This js t the Meanin, of thoſe-1 Paſſages 

1 oth in Scripture, * we Bott laid fo be 


0 9 * 


* made Sin for, 65 to bear. our 15 * 

e « yet to be 5 righteous by 

; "« meanin of Theſe ; and ſach. likes 9 5 
4. tive Re e is no other EN 

g . that Chriſt by bis Sufferings, © "or. his Obe- 


N dience unto the, Death of _ 749 0 Cf : "took 


1 N. away the Puniſhment due .to to og 33 


„ and that by his Righteoulſnt 8 an thus 
\ , * fulfilling. the Purpoſe "of, bis- Heav ly 
1 Father and preſervin g the Honou of, his 
br — Laws, our Repentance all avail, to 
« Juſtification. . (Dr. Stebbrny ng's 7 77 
a on. Boyle' s Lectures. Compare, Mr. 
4 An ngton's , Remarks, p- 164. 
Al that the 
oe of the Church , of. "England. teach, 
ad 0 the point 8h, Preſent N ghreouſneſs, 18— 
that Faith is is t he N 171 te N Jr Our 


ee ; that the” ac ce of Chriſt 


is the He of that Faith; and that Ac- 
"tive and Pat Obedience 23 a neceſe 


fary 


wt. Se Ms and the | 


3 a I * . 1 N NN r eee — 


43 „„ 
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Wu Part of the Merit of that Obje, of of 
+2 FG Qualifications indiſpenſably required in 


- the Perſon ſacrificed : For ſuch an Hig 2 


P became us, bo FA Loh, bharntleſs, un- 
_ defiled, ſeparate from Sinners, and made alto) 
ig ber than the Heavens ; who needeth not 
daily, as other Priefts, to offer up S acrifice, 
r for bisown Sins, and then for the People S: 
for this. [laſt] he did once, when be Mered 


_ Himſelf. (Heb. vii. 26, 27. Compare tl. 17.) 


Though be were a ſon, . yet learned be Obedi - 
. ence by the Things which be ſuffertd : and 
being made perfect, be became the Author of 
1 eternal Salvation unto all them that obe y 4 him. ; 
_ (Heb. v. 8, 9.) | 
" EI Obedience and Righteouſneſs of 
N Chriſt's Life (ſays Dr. V. Sherlock) was. 
* one thing which made his Sacrifice ſo 
. meritorious, which was the precious Bod 
f Chriſt, .as of 4 Lamb without Ble miſh 
. and without Spot. (p. 2 38.). Chrijt Was 
. © once offered to bear the 955 of many ;. and 
e unto them that look for bim r ſhall $f appear 
« the fecond* Trme without Sin uuto Satvafic on. 


« (1 Pet. i, 19. Hb. ix, 28.) 
The. Scriptures teach, that our Firn 


_ Tavsr in Chriſt 8 ATONEMENT for ex- 


wu g 


eee 


5 7 133 
piating the Guile of our, paſt FRY repented 
Sins, and freeing us from the _ PuniJhinent 
due unto them, is the vety Thing that Wall 

be imputed to Us for. our uſtification; 3. ang | 
This is 4 Favour or Priv. ege granted to us 
prapeer Chri Mum, upon Chrilf's account, 0 of 
for Chriſt's fake: i, e. Toi the Live ine 
Father hath. to the Son; in Juice ice to his 
Propitiation ; 3 and for the Honour - of his 
great Name. 

The moſt judicious Divines, of Fr. 
every Denomination, are now. convinced of | 
the Truth of This, the ancient Opinion, 
which, they are perſuaded, is the true In- 
terpretation of St. Paul, and conſequently, | 
the Determination of the l 5 208 
carefully diſtinguiſh. between / Faith, | 
Thing a ; the Ohes of that bah 
and the Merit of that Object. ee, 
„„ B. I. am yery far. from "ſaying Any 
Thiog, in this Appendix, with a Deſign 
to exclude the Mer1Ts. of Chriſt, i. e. the 
Merits of his active and paſfoe Obedience, 
from contributing as Cavsrsto our Jufti6- 
cation. G the Ibn . 1 pf s Here (in the 
Wards of Dr. 22 to be, couſi- 
1 dered as the procur] ug. and meri tor iofs 
Wimme 


* 


cc 
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4 Eber of Mats Juli ificati on, both * 
Fr de his ative and faſ ve Obedietice. This, 
| though”: it may e diſputed' by ſuch ay 


&« wall diſpute any Thing, or every Thing, | 
40 yet ſeems to be generally admitted amon 
« the ſober Divines of all the great Divi- 
4e ſions of Chriſtians. 4s; (Vid. Summary 
[| 7 Kc. p p. 14.) Without" the 'MzzrTs 
o Jeſus Chrift, no Tuitable and "fa Miient 

Atonement had been made by Him for the 
. Sins of Mankind; neither could"Peibnt 
| have p put their Txusr in Him. IL only 
| leave all the MkII to Chriſt Hicſelf, to 
_- Carisr- the RIGHTEOUS, as 4 Glory which 
| 1 Je giveth. not 7 another ; and teach that'the 

| BENEFITS (not the Mf) of his Life, 
EY Death, and. Interce on are truly and effec- 4 
2 tually conveyed, by the Holy Spirit, to'the 
{| Souls of all Penitent Believers, —— GA 
i of his own Mexcr, through the only 
1 mY Merits and Dexservincs of his Sin 
el, Chrift (faith the Homily o Saug- 
5 nn © lien) doth \ juſtify us: T only add, which 
1 JusTIFICATION (not Which Mestre art] | 
DesrzyinGs) i is made ours by Fairn, or 


bh Ana HM & itby un- 


I Our TRusr ! in Him. 


n 


+ 


W o 
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| EO derſtands the Words __ v. 10. ) we ſhall 
| * | be 


— — - 4 m_ 8 
R 8 ** wor 
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« unto us for Riglteoblnehs, as it Wat 
% ; them, (b. 273 0 We muſt traſt only in 


IT 


[ 115 15 1. | 
be * ſaved _ bis Lies, wot of the. Activ ive 
Obedience P"Ehriſt'to the Law, ' or of Hie 
Obediebde being. impiited o ur for Ji. 
ration, tucli Jeſs for Solvation, but of his 
BYER LIVING 70 ms Taterceſſion er "us 


| {Co ompare He. vii. 


n That Faith i 18 the e imputed” is hs 
Sincere/Penitent for Righteopſntf or Na. b 
ate is very clearly tauglit in the Second 

OMI LY, *cohcerning: the Death and Pan 
of out Sto? Chriſt: fl 85 Was Faith 
& impured nt Abrahdn, Jac, and Facob 
te only h all it not be imputed unto 
de us alſg ? Ves, if we Habe the ſame Faith 
as they had, it ſhall be 38 truly! imputed 
unto 


was God's Mercy, and that Sictifice Which 
Our High Prieſt and Saviour Chtiſt Jeſus 
* the Son of God, once offered for us up- 


„ on the Croſs, to obtain thereby 'Gog' 


Grace and Remiſſion, as well b Ocis i 
* nal Sin in Baptiſm, as of all Actual Sin 
committed by us after Baptiſm, if we 
truly repent, and turn unfeignedly to 
Him a5 ; “ (p. T.) It muſt, never- 
theleſs, be acknowledged, that no ſmall 
" 3.403 f 2 GS 2 
I's Corifufion 
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98 lon may A from the ag of theſe | 
3 and authorized Sermons; For (1ſt) 
they are by no Means clear in the Terms 
they. make U of ; 3 They ſpeak promiſcuouſly 


of Juſtification or Righteouſneſs, the 
Righteouſneſs. / Juſtification, and the 
Juſtification of Righteouſneſs, (p. 12.) 
And (adly) When, theſe Writers give a little 
into Hypotbefis, and come to conſider Faith 
as an Iyſtrument of Reception, they do not 
always agree. concerning bat it is, that, by 
Faith, muſt be received. In ſome of their 
15 Diſcourſes they ſeem to favour the 
Hypotheſis of our embracing, by Faith, 
. Hot. only the Mercy of Ged, but alſo {6 
+4 much of the {ar ve L Nb of Chrift 


© as; (hall ſupply the DzrzcTs of our ca 


Righteouſneſs; (p- 14.) They ſpeak, more- 
cover (P. 273.) of apprebending, by Faith, 
the Mxxlrs of Chriſt's Death and Paſſion: 
but when they ſum up the Diſcourſe, they 
1 7 often or quali ify the Expreſſions, and ſay 
. Thus have you hear'd the Mean (Faith) 
whereby we may Ari the Favits 
. and Mrzirs of Chriſt's Death unto ws, 
ſo that it may work the Salvation of our 
W. . * Bouls,” And, before they come to the 
Con- 


** 


Plain Doctrine 


K l 


Con dufion of the Second V olume, they con- 
tent themſelves with preaching only this 


- that Faith may be con- 


ſider d as an Infirument for apprebending the 


Mexcis and PRomasEs of God in Chrift 
Jeſus ; or of obtaining REMIss10N of our 
Sins, and all other BENRETITS of Chrift's 
Death and Paſſion.- © We {hall never 
« be clean (lay They) and purged from 
60 Sin, unleſs, forſaking our former Life, 


we do with our whole Heart return un- 
4 to the Lord our God, and, with a full 


« Putpoſe of Amendment of Life, flee 


« unto his Mrkex, taking ſure bold there- 


© upon, through Faith i in 155 Blood of his 
« Son Jeſus Chriſt: (p. 349. — « The 


' « Third part of Repentance is Faith, where- 


e by we do apprebend and take bold upon 


* the PRoM1szs of God, touching the free 


cc ParDon and Foxe IvENEss of our Sins, 


.* which Prom 15s are ſealed up to us, 


«« with the Death and Blood. ſbedding of his 
« Son Jeſus Chriſt ; (p. 345.) If we riſe 


again by Repentance, and, with a full 
% Purpoſe of Amendment of Life, do 
* flee unto the Mgxcy of God, taking 
..* ſure bold thereupon, Faith in his 


Son 


| 
. 


[ 118 


A | 


e Son. Ras ſus heilt, there 1 is an a af fired and 


«i nfal 


all 8 N o pe * Pardon and ENMIS- 
1 SION of” the 198 40 and that we ſhall be 


14 10 * „ 


&, recel vs ain into the, Favour of our 
« hegven e Ps 340. See all 
& , 345, BY Fe ol. Ed. Land. 5 
« 17] 265 | 
It is ng wonder, that © even, vet y Kiter 
and dil gent Enquirers ſhould fall i into Error 
and. Perdiexit upon this important Point * 
becauſe 1 Queſtion has been e ae, 5 
and that by Men of the moſt unqueſtionable 


Learning, and Integrity, in a more Politive 
and cantradictory Manner, than This be- 


fore us: (wiz) What is the Thing imputed 


to the returning or converting Sinner, for 


; Preſent Righteoufneſs or Juſtification — | 


Biſhop \ Beveridge pronounces (excuſe. the 


Repetition) that it is the Active Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt; Doctor Whitby is as poſitive, 
that it is his Paſſive Righteouſneſs ; ; Mr. 
| Harvey afficms, it is Both; profeſſor Limborch 
declares, it. is Neither; and then proves, 


that it is a very different and diſtinct Thing, 


(to wit), our o Faith.——I muſt now 
Jura, It with {96 Reader to judge, Whether 


y $44 ts 


5 < \ z * 4 a 1 this 
. * 1 „ 1 6 
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this 3 is not malt py ns with 
Reaſon, and more agrecable allo to what 
St. Paul teaches, (namely ) that Gop, 
through his Favoux and FoRBEARANCE, 
bath ſet forth Ixsus CuRsT the RIGHTEOUS, 
to bea PROPITIATION for the REMISSION 
of SINs that are PasT, a9 or through ouR 
FAITH zn Hs Brobp.- 
vr r or truſteth ia Him 7hat., thus. JusT1- 
FIE TH H UNSGODENN or Sinners, HIS FAITH 
ts COUNTED far R1GHTEOUSNESS. (Read 
the 3d, Ath, and $th, Chapters to the Ro- 
mas, taking the Word Righteouſneſs | in the 


enen ſenſe ot Nile. * 
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* 5. for That Grace is irreſiſtible, read 


| 43. 5 10. for and Heirs. through Hope that 16 


Hope © but "Hope that js Hen &c. 


99. 18. for aſe for This (the higheſt of Or- 


dinary Gifts in Prayer, read, aft for 
2 0 the DN i of Ordinary Gifts) 
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